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Abstract 

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is basically a global project and thus the existing 

literature has explored it broadly. This article seeks to explore the literature especially those 

focused on the BRI’s effects in Western Asia. This literature has tried to explain it by 

employing international relations and political economy theories. By dividing this literature 

into four categories of realist, liberalist, constructivist, and Marxist, this article argues that 

despite the importance of the analysis of BRI in Western Asia by the existing literature, 

they are often based on predictions without enough objective data and are also reductionist. 

In a way that some have approached it via power politics (realism), some others through 

politics of wealth (liberalism), some via identity politics (constructivism), and finally some 

through the class politics (Marxism). By comparing the existing approaches, this article 

argues that Keohane and Nye’s theory of international regimes, which is not being used in 

any existing theory about Belt and Road Initiative in Western Asia, provides a better 

theoretical framework for analyzing the BRI in Western Asia, because it takes into 

consideration some important factors such as developments in technological field, the growth 

rate of gross domestic product, and the governments’ objectives in pursuing economic 

policies and it fits better the objective data and realities of contemporary Western Asia. 
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:@ ���  39DO 2�  1�D�   %@.D� ��DV�N"��  ��D?y 

� ��^kb.B %@.� �Q ����y 
5, �6�N� :& ?�� c.6� 2�1 U
;=  1� 7�
;@�, %�� .2�  .D4$� 
3��O  1�= 1��A�= 6����:&L ?�� �E F.G ��� �  7��" U� -�.&  1���D:&  ��DK6  UD�  �7�.D$� 
�����L \
;�� ��&� A��� ��� ��? � �U�@." � Z&��" ��? �  .D��  1�.D�  %W�D� �  a�DS
6� 

1���:&  1�= 
&.5�,U 3���� �.@ .1�=��5@ F.G ���E  \D= ��  2�Dk�  1���D:& ���& %D�   �D=  �
%&.5�,  $�= 2� ��N� U$��.�  1��+8 300 7�����  a�D$�  1���D�  1�.D�  �$�.D� 5Gy  c�.D,� 

�� a�k %W�� u�R�  �$." 3�8��.& 7�IO �� U�@." �� %�&.� ��OU $�O 150 � 7�D���   .&�D;�
� nW %W�� ya�� ���$ e$.� .�;�� U�a�V 3� @ ��R=.
���� @." ��yU� 9N"�$ 79D�  ����D�� 

U� F�= $��= �� 2�k� U��O  $�O ��k �S6� ��.� y.&�;�U$  1��+8 ������ ��  c�.D,�   nDW
��$  2� 3��_
�� y7�
;6�x&� ���Oi1���:&  1�= UAN�  1�= Q��
O�  D�.Q ��I� ��v�.
Q� �� 

 ��2011 U
��� 7�:@�"  96� .�$�.��:�� �E F.G�� ,�� ���"L 1��	
�� �  ��DNB  D����  %D�� 
� ��? \= U� M���L 6�N�
5, �� :��2L a�S
6� 1���:& � M���L $�4�� 1�.� U���" �� �$�  UDS�:� 

��"�$ ) ����Olimat 2014: 299-300 Xuewen 2016; Khawaja 2018; Atlı 2015; Mo 2016;  .(  
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�=L ��$�= .�BC"�� \$c�  1�= ���  ����� T$c���:A" ��6 2�  ��DA
��  9D:�.�@ � 3��  %D�� 
U@ 1�=��5@ F.G ���E �� U�%�� U��6.�  1�= ���"L ��	
��1   %D���� .� � %�� 3��� ���

��� �.� 7�6E1 �8 �
&.81   ��D	
�� %D����1  ��Do" �1     ��D�Q ��DA&� ��D5& %Dl"  �.D�1 
�R&�<$ ��	
�� 3�&� ���1 �S"�� �1 ��"9�   D�W�� w��DW�6    �.��D:� .%D�� 3��RD&��$� {�� 

����" ��� �i�l" 1���:& � %���� ���;� \I� %��.  
  
2.3 ��, �� 1���* 2 $�� 2 ��8��? ��0� A��>�' @>���  

%��� �=1 F.G ���E 1�.� <$�R&� ���96�
�� 8962 U��9�  %Dl"  ��D5&  #D��,   $�D8  UD� 
��N���� ���� �W�� ��W 9:=��W ��� 3�&� .1��	
�� ��  Pi�D���  s9D=  �DX�  D���� 
9=��W ��� � <$�R&� w��W�6 �� wW��  \DI�  D����  9D=��W  ��D� . �$�.��D:�� x" ��.D�� 

�R&�5$ ��"9� �W�� w��W�6 U�:���1 3���E.�7�.@ �$� ��N����  D����  D�W��  �D�  �D6� 
1��	
�� %�� .9���" w��W�6  D�� )Gross National Production/ GNP(  �D$  9D���"  w��DW�6 

�W�� )GDP wW�� (��X� a��9
�� 6�IO ���96�
�� � 32�96�  81.�   3�D&���  TD$   ��D5@
 7J@ ��	
�� ��� ��%�� 6��k�) 1385 :28y �����$ 1392 :2y �.�� 1394 :63.(  

���o" � U$��.�  1��+8 12.��.& U� 7��:Q  \ID�  9D���"  w��DW�6  D�W�� ��  D�  a�D� 
U
�+8 �� �.6  1�= � US��� 1� ���U �� 39� %�� .��  ��D�  �$.D".�S&  %D���  �D=  � \D=  ��D:? 

$�=��5@ U@ T6�� 6�IO 7E  �=�� »\@  9�E��« USNV  19:�  D�   9D:@�   �����DX i�D@  UD�  ��DV 
n��
� �� 9�� i��$ UO��� 39� ) %��Keohane and Milner 1996: 4, 25 .( ��D?  2�.D�� 2� 
���o" ��2E � 1�=�� 2�� %$��k �  9:@ � \I� �����X �$� ��5@ ��  ���Do"  6�DIO 2� 
1i�@ �W�� U�2.V \5? .�81 <$�R&� U
&�$ %�� .�, 2� 11 .N��
`�� U� 3>$� ��  a�D�  1�D= 
.�W��  n��
�9�� ������ ��?  UD�  1�=��D5@  7���D;�  UD� |�D	W  F.DG  ��D�E �  RD�6 

%@��5�  1�= 1��o" Y���.� ���E ��9:X ���  ����� a�,  P�DN$.S"  ��D�  a�D�   1�D= 2005  �D" 
2009 .��.��� 39� %�� � �� a�� 2011 ��?  RD�6 2�  �i�D$�  39Dl
��  ��DS���  9::@���DX� 
<�,�� �� F.G ���E� <�,  .%�� 3��
&�Y���.�  1�D=���E.�  39D�.@H ��  ��DA, ������ � 

�����X :�? �I:" �� 7�IO F.Q U� 7��:Q 5t�  3�.
D;8 2�  F.DG  ��D�E  TD$�R6  UD� 200 
������� �i� �� a�� 2011 3��� � ��K
6� �$� 3��� %�� U@  DV ��  a�D�  9D�� 2� 7E  UD� 300 
������� �i� 39��� 9��� )Hayoun 2013.(  

1��2�.4$�� �=��5@1  ��.DB  9D:�  1�=��D5@  �D��kL  r�D�W  Y��D&  9D:6��  7�
D;�.Q 
�1���� %$�@� � ������ 9l
�� �.Q �� a�� 2006 ��
_= 9X�� FDI  1�=��D5@  1���D� 
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1��A�= r��W Y��& �� �� �S�L 1�=��5@ �.Q U� 39IQ U
��� U@ <t� \KQ� 7E ��  �.D	� 
�7�:N� 7���� � �6�" U$��.�  1��+8 39� %�� .��v �$� UD@  F.DG  ��D�E ��  a�D�   1�D= a�� 
7.� %;��\A$� U� 96.�8� �X� a�,  1�= U$��.�   1��+D8  �$9DN"  9D� .��  a�D� 2000�  �D$� 

US�:� 2� .K6 :& ��=��9@ 2� FDI1�= 
&�$�� 7�IO �� ��  ��D�
W�  %D��96 . ��$���O��D�  �D" 
a�� 2005� 1�=��5@ 1���� 1��A�= r��W Y��&� U� L��d�  <Dt�  D�I�   D�E F.DG 2���� 
T$ \�6� 9X�� 2� FDI 6�IO �� %&�$�� 96�.@ � �, 2� ��@� �� a�� 2007  �D$�  \D�� �� 
a�� 2008 U� \�6��� 9X�� <$�R&� %&�$ .Y���.� �6�._:@ ���o" � ���"L 7��2��  �D�� 

�9l
� �@ 1����  1�= \�S
;� O��W U� �$� �=��5@ 2� �� ������� �i� ��  a�D� 2001  UD� 
6.6 ������� �� a�� 2003 � �`� U� 39 ������� �� a�� 2006 � <�� 2� %	�  ���D���� �� 
a�� 2008 <$�R&� U
&�$ %�� .7�
;�.Q 1���� � %$�@  �D, 2�  a�D� 2011 FDI  ��DW �� 

<$�R&� 96��� .FDI .�� 2� <$�R&� 112  19DX��  �����DW.�  ��D� . %D$�@ �  7�.D$�  <$�RD&� 
6�DDI8�6 �� FDI �� UDD
N�� �DD� l�DD� P�
NDD;6 ��$�DD, 7�DD56 9DD6��� .7�.DD$� UDD� ���DD���� �i� 

U$��.� 1��+8 O��W a�V�� a�� 2009 <�� ." 2�  %@.D�   1�D=  D:�? �� %D&�$  �.D@  UD@ 
a�x5� -��@ %_6 � 2�8 96���. U� ��V ��@ FDI �$� �=��5@ 2� %	�  ���D���� �i� �� 

a�� 2008 U� 50.8 ������� �� a�� 2009 9��� .�$.l�  9=�D�  <$�RD&�  �D��� IO�D" �� 
���� U$��.� ��� a��  1�= 2011  �D" 2014  ��D� � 7�
D;�.Q . .D4$    F�����D6 �D^QG-20 

U� ���� �6 9$E .O �� �7�$ ��� 7�.l� 6�IO 2008 -2009 U� G-20    TD�@ ��D�  �.D@ 
)Legrenzi and Lawson 2017 .(2�96��    D? nD���� �� �DI:" ���o"��   �=��D5@ �D�1  ���D�1 

��A�=1 �Wr� Y��&� U� 7��:Q <t� 3�.
;8  1� 2�  F.DG  ��D�E�  2�3�  ���D���� �i� ��  a�D� 
2000 U� 114 ������� �i� �� a�� 2016 <$�R&� U
&�$ %�� .2� 7��� 1�=��5@  F.DG  ��D�E� 

U@ 7E  �=\= �����.� 1��o" D  1��	
�� 3�.
;8  1� �� ��?  9D6����   �=��D5@ �DI:"1  ���D�1 
��A�=1 �Wr�  Y��&U�  L�R:� ���
5= eN:� u�R� ������ ��? � ���
5= 9	S�  "����DX 
u�R� UN"�19:� 39�  96� )Fulton 2017.(  

%���� ��A
�� 9:�.�@ � 3�� Q�6 7�$.O U&.V�� ��  �i��DN" 12��  1��D	
�� ��  D:��2L 
�U$��.� ����o" 1���:&� � .X�:Q e��:�  6�D;6�  UD� � ��DO 3���E  %D�� )Namaki 2017 .(

��9l� 7�9� � ��2E ���o"%$ ��� ��G�� � )96��, ��	
�� 2� Z$.V $�=��I6 9:6��  TD6�� 
U$��.�  1��+8 %W��.$2 ���E  ��N
Q� |�	
W� ��3�o:, �������  ��i�T6��  �D��"L  9D$9O 

�$ .��A$  ��N
Q� ��3� �������  �i�� ��9:X 3�� \5$.��  ��N
Q� ���I? �������   �D" �� (�i�
���� 9Q��� r:, 2� 6JQ�� ��? 1�.� \$c�  1�=  ��D�   D�����  ��DA
��  9D:�.�@ � 3��  %D�� 
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)Zeng-Zhen et al. 2018 Saif Ur Rahman and Zhao 2017; .( �7�.D$�  UD�@."� �  %D_=  ��D5@ 
�.Q 2� 7��:�7���+8 T6�� U$��.�  1��+8  %W�D�.$2   1�D=  $��D�E  ��DI6  \DI�  ���CD"  ��DN
Q� 
3c�.,  1�= $�:�.$2 3�� \5$.��  �96 .7�
;�.Q  DO���L 25 � ���D��� �i�1  ��2015 �  UD�@." 26 
������� �i� 1�.� T6��  U$��.D�   1��+D8 2 %W�D�.$  D�E��   \=�.D& 3�.D@   %D��)WU 2015; 

Khawaja 2018 .(%����� 7�.$� �� ��A
�� 9:�.�@ � 3�� jQ�� -J" %@.� 7�IO ���:�  D�� 
)Dubai Ports World (1�.� 3.@�+� 1�.� U$��.�   1��+D8 ��  TD$ 3��   �D=E ��  7�.D$�  1�.D� 

a�	"� U� 3�� \5$.�� 39� %��. 9:?.= a�k��.v�k  ��9D$.@  1��D	
��  7�
D;@�, D  ��D? 
)China-Pakistan Economic Corridor/ CPEC(  \?.D,���  ��DA
��  9D:�.�@ � 3�� , 9D:=�96��� 

7�
;@�, �� 1�=��2�� F.G ���E � h$��L ����  1�.D�  ���Do"  ��D�  ��D? �  �D$�  UDS�:� � 
{.l� ��.� 1���;� 2� U$��.�  7���+8 2� F.G ���E � .$�� %��=��5@�  7�
D;@�,  �D�  �D$� 
3c�., �  96��" 475 ������� �i� $��.�L O��W  F+O9:@ .�i�$�  9Dl
��  D�.Q   (����D��)

��.� ��U$  1��+8 %;�� ������� 1�i� �� 7�
;@�, �� <t�  $�=  9D:6��  ��DV�N"�� 2� 3�� ���� 
���� ���� {J�� � �Jx
;�� � 1c.6�  9D�� 2�  ��D?  <�D,  2�D"  %D�� �  7�D�Q �  7�
D;�.Q 

1���� R�6  U�U$��.� 1��+8 �� T`�� �$��" 96��� .7�
;�.Q 1����  �J��D�� 65  ���D���� 
1�i� �� 2017 6 �R� 22 Z&��"  ��6L %X.&  1�= U$��.�   1��+D8  {.
D5�  ��D�  %@.D�   1�D= 
:�? � 1���� �^�� �@ .%�� 3�.@%$ c�.,� 130  ���D���� 1�i� ��  1�.D�  �
W�D�  .ID� 

.$.l�� �" 2035 ��.� .���� .K6 ��$L 7�6���;� �� ���OL  ��D�  �D:= �D:@ 2� 2008  7�:@�D" 
7�$.O ���� )Wu 2015 Mo 2018; Ume and Arhama 2017; Fulton 2017; Mo 2016;.(  

1�=��5@ ��.B 9:� F.G ���E U� ��.�U$  1��+8 \�S
;� �O��W  �D=i�@�  � 1���D:&  ��
 �.�� F�:O ���E a�x5� �96y 2� ��OL ��$ ���&%�  �= �  7��"  UD�  ����D�  �D$H  3��D��  �.D@ :
9I�"  �DA���E  1�.D�  D�U  6�D��2��  3�4D5$i�,   1�D=  D
_6  ��D? ��  7�
D��   1�D=  ��M�9D4:�? 

��6�946��8 �6�96��� �  7�D�O�& �  9DI�"  UD�  \=�.D&  7�.D@  DO���L �2i  1�.D�  -.
D;8 
UAN� 1�= ��k �S6� � .$�� %W��.$2  �= ��  7�
D��  y�D6��o4:$2  1��DA�=  %@.D�  %D_6 
%$�@ �� %@.� �� %_6 �J& ���� ��? 1�.�  gD5@  �$9D:?  %$�D� ��  s�.DV�  .D$RO� 
7�:$�= � %W��  3�4D5$i�,  u�RD� �  eD�
o�  ��D��.
, ��  y�6�9D46��8  ��DI6  ����D�
W� 
U$��.�  1��+8 ��  %D$�@ )The Authority of Investment in Kuwaiti ( UD�  7��D:Q  u�RD�   �$.D" 
U$��.�  ��+8 �� T6�� 
�:X � 1��o" y��? ���C"  89D:$��6  1�D=   TD6�� D��  6�D8�2�� 

7�
;�.Q �� 1�I46�� U� 7��:Q ����� .
&� 89:$��6 T6�� �.Q 7�
;�.Q ��  ��D? �� 2013 y
��.@�+� ��o$� ��2�� $��.�L �J�� 1�� �� e�o� 1��	
�� �  1��Do"  1�=��D5@  ��D? � 
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F.Q �� 2012y U$��.�  1��+8 %@.�  1�= U�@." ��  ��D�  y�D6��@  9D���"  1�D=i�@  ��4:D� 

�:X 9:6�� ����:����E T�
�J,� � 7���� ��  F.DG  ��D�E �  Dv.QL 7E   �D= UD�  1�=��D	
�� 
a�k�� ���"L �.� � F�:O ���E .�$� 7�$.O  1�= ��, D  ��D�� 1��Do" �  -JD"   �D=  �.D�1 

��.�U$  1��+8 O��W U&.V�� %��� U�1��VU@ ��? \= %����&  $�= ��  F.DG  ��D�E ���� :
}�

&�  N�D�L  ~�D$�  TD6��  1��Do" �  
�:DX  ��D? )Industrial and Commercial Bank of 

China/ ICBC( 3�4$�O�� ����� T6�� :�? ��  7�
D;�.Q  ��2015 y ��D�C"  ��6 .D
&� 89D:$ 
 T6��1R@.� ��? �� �$.l� U� 7��:Q ����� T6��  �D�  DO���L  D:�? �� 2004y    .ID� }�D

&�

1�=�c� �$.l� �� 2015 U� 7��:Q T$ R@.� 1��o" :�?  �D� 120   ��RD= eD�.�.
� ���& � %D� 
9	6�, %@.� :�? �� y7E �9:� �NO �Q �� ������ U� L��d� T$ .
&� 1R@.� 1�.� <�� 2� 
230 %@.� :�? � <�� 2� 500 ��R= .O�I� y:�? �$��" U�@." 1�.� 6��R��  %@.D� 1�D= 

:�? � U$��.�  1��+8 <�� ."� � 1�^�� 28 Z&��"  ��6L %@.�  1�= @." �  D:�?  UD� -2�� 
4/3 ������� �i� �� 2012 y��? ����� ��5@ 2� .K6 7�R��  U$��.D� 1��+D8 1�D=  O��DW �� 

7���� y%�� ��? U$��.�  ��+8 �X� O��W c�.,� S�:�L ��2E �\�� 7��Q ��  U$��.D�   1��+D8 
<�,  :��9�� 7/10 ������� �i� y%�� �7�.8��@  3�.D8   �D=� �  %@.D� 1�D=  D:�?  2�Do�  UD� 
\�I� 79� �� U$��.�  1��+8  1�= 6��
W�� � M���L ���9W 3���5� �� 1�=��2�� F.G  ��D�E 

y9:
;= ��.@�+� U$��.�  1��+8  ��D? ��  nDW  D�$�  UD�  a�DV ��  ��RD=  �D$�� 2�  Dh���� 
)%t
$�, ���  �6��@ (U� 7�.I" �, 2� y��O.� 2� 77 Z&��"��6L ���o" ��2E �� 1�=��5@ .�;� 

��A
�� 9:�.�@ � �3�� Z&��" ���o" ��2E ��? � 7�
;@�, �96��" nN".� �� F.G ���E ��  .DK6 
U
&.8 ��� .��v �$�U@ ��.@�+� 1�.� Z&��"��6L ���o" ��2E ��� ��? � 1�=��5@  F.DQ 
F.G ���E U��9� P�X�	t� �� 2�1 ?��  a�� 2�2004 � a�N6� 7�:@�"  ��� )Atlı 2015; 

Legrenzi and Lawson 2017; Fulton 2017; Hayoun 2013; Peneluppi Jr. et al. 2018; 

Xuewen 2016; Al-Rawashdeh 2017; Selmier II 2018; Mo 2016; Khawaja 2018;(.  
�$� 7�$.O   1�D=  1��Do"  u�RD� �  �D$�  \Dok 2�  �J��D���  D:�$  \D= ������ �  \D= 

�����X� � ��$ � {.l"��  ����� �U$��.� i�@�  D�E F.G �� ��@ ����   UD@ UD�  �D���L   ��DA
��
6�9:?�� %Q.� 3�� � 9:�.�@ U
&.8� ���96�
�� 8962 ."i�� � %Q.� 9��  e$.D�  1.D" �� 

U� ��� 3���E %�� � U� %���� �� � US�:�  1� T�@ 3�.@ %��y U� 1��V U@ %��� �=1  F.DG 
���E �� %���� O��W ��W ��� 3�.@��� �� 7�?)9$ 5t� �.� �� ��W ��9� 2�1 ,  .D�81 

%����  1�= 1��	
�� ��+8�� 9::@( U� 46�3R�  1�= 1��	
�� D 1��o" <�� ." �=�%�  D�  9D:=� 
� ���= {.l" U$��.�� i�@� 
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