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In the literature of international relations within the country, realism and its related
theoretical branches enjoy a high level of acceptance. Various factors have led the
country's elites to adopt a particular interpretation of realism. This article argues that
realism encompasses a diverse array of theories. A lack of comprehensive understanding
of this theoretical spectrum, as well as the inability to accurately grasp key concepts in the
field, can result in superficial and imprecise interpretations. This limitation is particularly
evident in the failure to address fundamental questions in today's international politics,
such as the evolution of the international order. With this context, the primary question
this research seeks to answer is: What capacity does realism possess to respond to
contemporary issues regarding the evolution of the international order? In addressing this
question, it can be posited that Robert Gilpin's interpretation of realism—grounded in the
concepts of hegemonic rotation in international politics and hegemonic stability in
international political economy—offers a suitable framework for providing a clearer
explanation of the evolution in the international political economy order. Furthermore,
Solow's economic model, which is employed to enhance, enrich, and quantify Gilpin's
interpretation of realism, serves as a foundation for a more robust explanation of the
transitional period and transformation within the international order. The research adopts a
deductive method and is categorized as fundamental, employing a case study approach
with a static perspective. Specifically, this study investigates the application of Robert
Gilpin's theories within the realms of international politics and international political
economy, which have been further strengthened and enriched by Robert Solow's
economic model to better elucidate the period of transition and evolution in the
international political economy order.
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1. Introduction

In the existing literature on international relations, realism and its associated theoretical
branches enjoy a high level of popularity and acceptance. Various factors have driven
decision-making elites and scholars toward a particular interpretation of realism. This article
argues that realism encompasses a diverse range of theories (albeit with common
foundations and assumptions), and a lack of comprehensive mastery of this body of
knowledge can result in superficial and imprecise interpretations of key concepts in the
field. The question this research seeks to answer is how much capacity realism possesses in
addressing contemporary issues related to transformation in the international order. In
response to this question, it can be stated that Robert Gilpin's interpretation of realism—
based on the rotation of hegemony (in international politics) alongside hegemonic stability
(in international political economy)—provides a suitable framework for presenting a
relatively clear narrative on this subject (transformation in the international political
economy order). Although Gilpin's theories provide the necessary basis for this position, his
theory also has limitations. In this regard, the Solow economic model, employed to
strengthen, enrich, and quantify Gilpin's interpretation of realism, provides a better
explanatory foundation for understanding the transitions and transformations in the
international order.

2. Theoretical framework

This research employs three theories simultaneously to formulate a new theoretical
framework for explaining issues of change in the international order. The first theory is
hegemonic rotation, which focuses on the shift of hegemony due to the prioritization of
commitments over interests, eventually leading to the decline of the hegemon. The second
theory discusses the necessity of having a hegemon to establish economic stability at the
international system level. The third theory, an economic model, is used to enrich and
quantify the previous two theories.

3. Methodology

Adopting the assumptions of the scientific-experimental approach, this research aims to
provide a novel interpretation of Robert Gilpin's theories. The strategy used is deductive,
and the authors drew upon three different types of research: basic, case study, and static.

4. Findings & discussion

Although realism theories enjoyed significant popularity, especially after World War 1l and
during the Cold War, they were marginalized after the end of the Cold War due to their
failure to adequately explain post-Cold War issues, their narrow interpretations of
international events and trends, and their inability to address the new needs of the
international system. However, substantial efforts have been made to reform this intellectual
domain, leading to increased attention to other branches of this school. This research aims
to utilize and address certain gaps in Robert Gilpin's theory of hegemony to analyze and
explain contemporary conditions. Various types of change from Robert Gilpin's perspective
are first described, followed by a discussion on the necessity of having a hegemon at the
international system level to provide public goods and ensure economic and international
stability.

Gilpin enumerates numerous variables for a political entity to achieve hegemony.
However, given the current conditions of the international system, attaining political-
military hegemony appears to be a challenging task. Nevertheless, based on the arguments
presented in this research, economic hegemony can still be considered a viable option.
Therefore, the authors employ an economic approach to the concept of international order
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and hegemony, drawing upon the Solow growth model in macroeconomics to quantify and
enrich Gilpin's theories. In this research, two variables—investment in the international
order and technology—were chosen among the variables identified by Gilpin to make a
reasoned judgment about the emergence and decline of economic hegemons.

5. Conclusions & suggestions

This research examines two readings of realism based on the views of Kenneth Waltz and
Robert Gilpin. The Waltzian reading, due to its excessive focus on military and security
issues, appears highly abstract today. The contemporary world is moving toward more
complex economic issues, where military issues are often intertwined with economic
interactions. For example, how can we explain the competition between China and the
United States within the logic of Waltz when these two powers are each other's largest
trading partners? Considering the transitional economic conditions evidenced by China's
economic behavior, there is potential for changes in the international political-economic
order. It is evident that the logic of Waltz is highly inefficient in explaining such conditions.
On the other hand, the Gilpinian reading, by providing an expanded framework and the
possibility of simultaneously utilizing international economics and international politics, has
the potential to address present needs.

In this research, the authors use Gilpin's theories and Robert Solow's economic model to
provide a framework for explaining changes in the international political economy. They
focus on variables such as technology and investment, which are deemed important for
explaining transitional conditions in the international political economy. The selection of
these variables is crucial, as the degree of economic hegemony attained at the international
system level depends on two factors: the level of investment in the international order and
the level of technology. As long as the hegemon has the capability to invest heavily in the
economy and international politics while remaining at the forefront of technology and
innovation, its dominance will continue. However, if certain actors or a group of actors
become dissatisfied and manage to surpass the hegemon in investment and technology, the
hegemon will clearly feel constraints on its own will.
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National branding plays a crucial role in reputation management on a global scale. It aims
to understand the international perception of a country's brand and to cultivate a reputation
that is powerful, attractive, and beneficial for economic, political, and social purposes.
This article explores the concepts of branding, positioning, and the enhancement or
rebranding of a country within a competitive environment, with a particular emphasis on
economic considerations. This research was conducted using a qualitative approach,
comprising two stages: documentary and field research. The documentary stage employed
a systematic review methodology and utilized the meta-composite method. At this stage,
the results of selected studies related to the research topic from internationally recognized
databases, spanning from 2000 to 2021, were analyzed through seven qualitative stages.
Additionally, an integrated research model was proposed. In the subsequent phase of the
research, thematic analysis was applied, and interviews were conducted with seven
university experts specializing in the field. The findings indicate that national brands
engage in a competitive process across various dimensions, such as enhancing their
image, increasing power, and expanding economic influence. This phenomenon unfolds
through an interconnected process that merges marketing and public diplomacy
dimensions. It can be argued that the outcomes of this interplay are reintegrated into a
synergistic cycle. In conclusion, the study offers suggestions to strengthen the current
image of the national brand or, if necessary, to modify or reposition it to better align with
global expectations.
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1. Introduction

In the early decades of the 21st century, the role of ideas and ideational structures in the
global political economy, alongside the material foundations of power, has gained
increasing importance. One of the emerging developments in this regard is the role of a
country's identity and perception as a brand. "National branding" is an emerging concept in
the field of international economic and political marketing, responsible for positioning and
managing a country's reputation on a global scale. The positioning of a country in the global
political economy is the result of its economic, political, and cultural competitiveness. This
study, with a strategic approach, addresses the concept of national branding and its
relationship with economic competitiveness in the global political economy, examining the
question: How can the concept of national branding be utilized for economic development
and to improve the competitiveness of a national economy?

2. Theoretical Framework

The process of globalization, by increasing the influence and interdependence of countries
in political, economic, and cultural fields, has involved not only companies but also
governments in competition. This competition in the international political and economic
systems has caused a structural change in international relations and interactions, prompting
many countries to consider how their internal ideas, values, and potentials can be
strategically transferred to the international environment. By shaping global public opinion,
countries aim to achieve a favorable image in the international arena, thereby developing a
competitive position. This competition in the international political and economic systems
has led to a structural transformation in thinking, giving rise to a new concept called
"national branding”. This concept encompasses various dimensions such as international
relations and public diplomacy from the field of political science, advertising and branding
from marketing, and international cultural policy, norm-building, and creating positive
intersubjectivity from cultural studies. From an interdisciplinary perspective, national
branding and its application in the pursuit of economic development and the strengthening
of economic competitiveness are not merely technical and functional issues but also
political and strategic decisions, made within the context of a country’s society and culture.
Therefore, by adopting an economic, political, and cultural perspective and relying on
interconnected concepts derived from political science, economics, and cultural studies, it is
possible to clarify the relationship and application of national branding in domestic and
foreign economic and political issues.

3. Research Methodology

This research is developmental-applied and qualitative in terms of purpose and approach,
conducted in two phases: documentary and field research. In the documentary phase, a
systematic review was employed as a qualitative method. In the next phase, findings from
the documentary research were combined with field studies based on expert opinions,
gathered through semi-structured in-depth interviews, and the results were analyzed.

4. Results and Discussion

National branding has become one of the main sources of competitive advantage,
considering market changes and the evolving needs and expectations of the target audience.
Therefore, it is considered a key prerequisite for ensuring competitiveness. Unlike product
branding, national branding is a more complex and prolonged process, involving numerous
stakeholders. The research findings indicate that the global political economy has become a
battleground for national brands, seeking to improve their image and consequently increase
their power and economic-political influence. On the other hand, improving economic
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competitiveness and enhancing a country’s global presence is a direct result of the creation
and development of a strong national brand. Thus, strengthening the current national brand
image, and if necessary, modifying and reorganizing it, has a significant impact on the
country’s position in the new global system of power and wealth.

5. Conclusion

The primary objective of this research was to compare the positioning of national brands,
with an emphasis on economic aspects, through an interdisciplinary approach. A national
brand serves as an ambassador for a nation in the international arena and represents a visual
narrative of a country's history, politics, culture, art, and economy. The promotion and
positioning of the national brand to achieve a competitive identity is critical in the
international system of power and wealth. The successful implementation of national
branding and its application in the field of political economy, aimed at advancing national
development, requires adopting an institutional approach and fostering cooperation between
public and private sector organizations.
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In the last two decades, sovereign wealth funds (SWFs) have emerged as significant actors
in the global political economy. Although these funds are primarily considered economic
tools, states have been able to leverage the political implications of their activities as well.
This article aims to introduce SWFs, elucidate their important political economy functions
for the countries that own them, and analyze their effects on the global system, particularly
regarding their economic and political roles on a global scale. The central question
addressed in this article is: What accounts for the importance of SWFs in the global
political economy over the past two decades? Utilizing the theoretical framework of
interdependence and employing a descriptive-analytical method along with economic data
and statistics related to these funds, this article posits that the intertwining of economic and
political activities, the utilization of SWFs by states, and the expansion of their economic
activities in other countries have interconnected the political and economic interests of
states, thereby creating a web of interdependence at the global level. The fundamental role
of SWFs in shaping this global interdependence has established them as important and
effective actors in the realm of global political economy. The findings of this research
indicate that these funds contribute significantly by performing economic roles such as
stabilizing the global financial system, providing international financing, and participating
in high-risk investments. Simultaneously, they fulfill political functions, including
influencing the balance of global power, mitigating regional and global threats,
contributing to internal stability, and serving as tools of foreign policy. Collectively, these
activities position SWFs as crucial players in the contemporary global political economy.
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1. Introduction

Sovereign Wealth Funds (SWFs) are important actors in the field of the global political
economy, having had a tremendous impact on political and economic trends following the
developments of the first two decades after the end of the Cold War. The increasing
importance of financial affairs in political processes since the 1990s, coupled with the
widespread mistrust of Arab countries in the Persian Gulf region toward the security-
building processes driven by the United States, has led to a desire to create mutual
interdependence as a way to escape the traditional approach to security. Along with the
2008 economic crisis in the West, these developments paved the way for SWFs to play a
pivotal role in both domestic and global political economies.

These new actors provided a means of moving beyond rent production. In most raw
material-producing countries, particularly those reliant on oil, it was emphasized that the
wealth generated from rent should not be injected into the economy unproductively.
Additionally, with the large amounts of liquidity injected into these funds due to substantial
incomes during the first two decades of the new century, SWFs became a source of
economic diversification. The spillover of this transformation into the global political
economy had far-reaching effects, including in areas such as stock markets, banking
systems, and, more recently, in sectors such as aviation and sports. Thus, these funds have
become innovators in facilitating investment and creating entrepreneurial opportunities,
while also playing a stabilizing role in preventing market collapses. Both roles have fostered
greater interdependence than in the past.

The purpose of this article is to examine the dimensions of SWFs' impact and to analyze
the political and economic functions of these funds in the global political economy. In
particular, it explores the mutual political and economic roles of SWFs and the formation of
interdependence in the global political economy, in light of these institutions' economic
performance.

2. Theoretical Framework

The emergence of changes in international relations, such as the rise in the volume of
exchanges and the growing political importance of economic issues, coupled with a
revolution in communication between international actors and the persistent threat of
nuclear war between global superpowers, led to the development of new theories to
understand and explain international relations. In this context, some theorists used these
developments to describe the vulnerability of international actors at all levels—national,
transnational, and sub-national—through the theory of interdependence.

Interdependence fosters greater cooperation and less conflict between countries. The
"interdependence performance network™ can help create social sense and value shifts,
leading to “integrated solutions” that reduce international conflicts by increasing their
associated costs. This function is particularly visible with regard to SWFs, which increase
the costs of conflict-seeking actions by facilitating economic exchanges and strengthening
connections between countries. SWFs link both fund-owning nations and those benefiting
from these institutions, thereby increasing mutual vulnerability and deepening cooperation
by raising the cost of conflict.

3. Methodology

The method used in this article is exploratory, focusing on the mutual political and
economic features of foreign currency reserve funds. The study also incorporates related
economic data and statistics. In the exploratory approach, rather than examining the
relationship between two variables, the aim is to analyze and identify a phenomenon in
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depth and investigate its causes, functions, and effects in the broader context.

4. Results & Discussion

This article contends that the intersection of economic and political activities, particularly
the use of Sovereign Wealth Funds by governments and the expansion of their economic
activities into other countries, has linked the political and economic interests of states and
created mutual interdependence on a global scale. SWFs play a crucial role in shaping this
global interdependence, making them influential actors in the global political economy.

The findings indicate that these funds, through their economic roles—such as stabilizing
the global financial system, providing international financing, and engaging in high-risk
investments—as well as their political roles—such as influencing global power balances,
addressing regional and global threats, and contributing to internal stability—have become
a key force in the contemporary global political economy.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

Although Sovereign Wealth Funds have existed for six decades, their influence has grown
significantly in the last two decades, making them one of the most interesting and relevant
topics in international relations, particularly in the field of political economy. SWFs have
had a substantial political impact on economic processes, to the point that their activities
have raised concerns in some Western countries. These funds have demonstrated their
stabilizing potential, particularly in crisis control.

SWFs are particularly valuable for countries that possess natural resources or surplus
foreign exchange earnings. By managing the income of host countries, these funds protect
domestic economies from inflation, support high-risk businesses through diversified
investments, and contribute to economic growth. Moreover, SWFs help control risky
behavior by fostering relationships based on mutual interdependence.
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1. Kuwait Investment Authority

2. Government Pension Fund of Norway
3. Abu Dhabi Investment Authority

4. State General Reserve Fund of Oman
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1. Introduction

"Spatial movement" and the desire to travel have always been human interests, especially
driven by curiosity to explore the unknown. However, various factors and motivations—
such as war, economy, and trade—have also played influential roles. The consequences of
travel in shaping economic, commercial, social, and political developments are significant.
For example, the formation of the political-legal institution known as the "Consulate”
within diplomatic relations and the occurrence of the Renaissance both showcase the
profound impact of sea voyages.

In this context, the emerging developments of the 20th century, particularly in its second
half, provided an effective social, intellectual, and behavioral basis for a heightened focus
on travel and its organization. Gradually, the phenomenon of "tourism" emerged as a
pervasive category encompassing a set of measures, laws, and economic and commercial
guidelines, supported by new technologies, capturing the attention of various economic
enterprises and academic circles.

Focusing on international tourism through the lens of development allows for a better
understanding of this category within "development strategies.” This perspective reveals
another manifestation of income and wealth distribution among actors in the relevant
international arena. This unveiling of diverse development efforts creates an opportunity for
critical viewpoints. Although the emergence of many third-world countries as tourist
destinations in the international market has attracted significant international investment and
increased aid for tourism development in these regions, it has also raised concerns about
tourism being an effective tool for transferring wealth from richer, developed countries to
poorer regions through tourism costs and international investments.

Based on the above, the main question of this article is: How can the phenomenon of
international tourism be explained from the perspective of dependency theory? This article
posits that, according to dependency theory, the formation and evolution of tourism in
surrounding countries result from the measures and policies of central countries, manifested
through "direct investment,” "granting loans,”" "the role of international organizations," and
"policy-making authority,” which are often aligned with anti-developmental or non-
developmental goals. The research method employed is descriptive-explanatory.

2. Theoretical Framework

To provide a precise and scientific explanation, this article utilizes the theory of
"dependence and the negation of international tourism as a panacea for development.”
Although the theories of development and international tourism evolved along similar
timelines and shared similar focus points, there are indications of reluctance within the
tourism community to engage in the paradigmatic debates of development studies,
primarily due to the practical nature of tourism studies (Bianchi, 2002).

3. Methodology

This article employs a combination of three methodologies: historical-adaptive, descriptive-
analytical, and content analysis. Information was gathered through library research and
extensive scanning of various written and online sources.

4. Discussion

The role of foreign direct investment in tourism is subtler than in other sectors, prompting
many countries to view it with both fear and hope. Such investments are valuable for
countries as they provide financing; however, they can also impact economic and cultural
independence, leading to dependence on investor countries and international liberal
organizations, with high potential risks for the environment and social context (UNCTAD,
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2007). Overall, the dependency theory suggests that the transformative and promoting
functions of development in tourism host areas (whether undeveloped or developing) face
several challenges and dimensions, including:

- Doubts regarding the ability to overcome "economic shortage” problems

- The occurrence of cultural-psychological dependency in tourism host communities

- The formation and reinforcement of structural dependence in international tourism

- Belief in the project-centered nature of international tourism and the "authoritarian
agency" of international authorities

- Foreign direct investment in tourism

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

This article critically examines the theory of dependence concerning international tourism,
relying on a wide range of statistical and quantitative data alongside theoretical discussions.
The claim that the modernization and promotion of tourism will lead to various levels of
development in host countries (tourism) in developing regions is put to the test. It reveals
that this trend has contributed to the formation and deepening of several crises, particularly
in social, environmental, and economic welfare dimensions in these areas.

In other words, focal countries in international tourism have succeeded in various
ways—especially through "direct investment,” "granting loans,” "the role of international
organizations,” and "exercising authority in policy-making"—contributing to the
marginalization of regions. This has solidified the dependence of peripheral countries on the
measures and policies of central countries.

Moreover, serious weaknesses in the support planning of international institutions—such
as an emphasis on the hotel industry, offering facilities primarily in the form of loans to
multinational companies rather than to small and medium entrepreneurs in the tourism
sector, and addressing the high leakage of tourism costs—have had a decisive impact.
Nonetheless, we cannot overlook the efforts of the World Bank and other international
financial institutions in steering tourism towards more favorable conditions.
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The Abraham Accords represent one of the most significant agreements between Arab
countries and Israel in the last half-century. This agreement facilitated the normalization of
relations between Israel and the two Arab states of the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain
in the Persian Gulf. Evidence indicates that the participants in this agreement had multiple
economic and commercial interests in establishing communication with each other. The
United Arab Emirates and Israel are considered the primary pioneers of this agreement
among the influential players in the political economy of the Middle East. Their extensive
communication through this agreement could lay the groundwork for numerous economic
and commercial developments in the region. This article aims to investigate the Abraham
Accords and its potential economic consequences in the Persian Gulf. Specifically, the
current research seeks to answer the question of how the Abraham Accords have
influenced the political economy of the Persian Gulf. The authors employ a descriptive-
analytical method and analyze economic trends in the region to formulate the hypothesis
that the Abraham Accords, by creating conditions conducive to political and economic
developments in the Persian Gulf, serve as a foundation for several regional and extra-
regional economic initiatives. These initiatives include the establishment of an economic
cooperation network, trade between the Arabian Peninsula and the Eastern Mediterranean
sub-region, the enhancement of commercial security along the southern axis of the Persian
Gulf, and the creation of a chain of economic corridors extending from the eastern Persian
Gulf to Eastern Europe.
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1. Introduction

The dynamics of Israeli-Arab relations have long been a focal point for scholars of Middle
Eastern studies. Israel's recognition by the United Nations in 1948 marked a significant
milestone, intensifying scrutiny of these interrelationships. Central to this dynamic is the
Palestinian issue and the subsequent emergence of Arab uprisings post-World War 1, which
complicated the interactions of Arab countries with nascent regimes in the Middle East,
including the Zionist establishment. A notable paradigm shift in Arab-Israeli relations is
epitomized by the Abraham Accords, a joint declaration by Israel, the United Arab
Emirates, and Bahrain. This landmark agreement, formalized on August 13, 2020, signifies
a pivotal moment in Middle Eastern studies. The Abraham Accords facilitated the
commencement of formal dialogues and laid the foundation for formalizing and expanding
security, economic, political, and commercial ties among the signatory states. Notably,
Israel and the United Arab Emirates are prominent economic players in the region. Given
Israel's prowess in technology, agriculture, and industry, and the UAE's strategic
positioning in the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea, this burgeoning relationship promises to
induce significant shifts in the regional political economy, necessitating a thorough analysis
of the agreement’s impact on the Gulf's economic landscape.

2. Theoretical framework

This study adopts the theory of complex interdependence, informed by the foundational
work of Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye, seminal figures in the field. They introduced
“interdependence” in the 1970s as a critique of political realism, proposing a paradigm that
examines state interactions and cooperation in a redefined global order. Their theory
underscores the complexity of international relations, spotlighting the intricate
interdependencies that drive international transformations.

3. Methodology

This research embraces a qualitative approach, specifically employing trend analysis to
identify prevailing patterns within a strategic framework. Trend analysis, a prevalent
method in strategic studies, probes into a particular trend to elucidate its characteristics,
contributing factors, progression rate, and consequential impacts.

4. Results & discussion

The research findings indicate that the Abraham Accords have been instrumental in
instigating political and economic shifts in the Persian Gulf, precipitating various regional
and extra-regional economic developments. These include the emergence of a network for
economic and trade cooperation bridging the Arabian Peninsula and the Eastern
Mediterranean sub-region, the formation of a commerce-centered security framework in the
southern Persian Gulf, and the creation of transport corridors extending from the eastern
Persian Gulf to Eastern Europe. The alteration of the Persian Gulf's politico-economic
landscape emerges as the most consequential regional impact of the accords. Within this
context, the UAE's extensive collaboration with Israel stands out as a pivotal development
in the Persian Gulf sub-region. The Israel-UAE alliance spans a broad spectrum of security,
economic, and political domains. In contrast, Bahrain's engagement with Israel remains
predominantly confined to limited security cooperation, delineating the UAE as the most
influential Gulf entity in the framework of the agreement.

5. Conclusions
The Abraham Accords have fostered an expansion in Israel-UAE collaborations within the
Persian Gulf, projecting an upward trajectory in the scope and magnitude of their
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partnership. The burgeoning relationship between Israel and the UAE, pivotal in both the
Persian Gulf and Eastern Mediterranean sub-regions, portends the potential for economic
interdependence between these areas. The UAE could emerge as Israel's conduit to the
Arabian Peninsula and East Asia, helping Israel navigate geopolitical challenges. Similarly,
Israel might become the UAE's gateway to the Eastern Mediterranean, facilitating
connections to Europe and the West. Furthermore, the commercial and economic ties
between these nations, extending through other countries, could foster economic synergies
across Gulf and Eastern Mediterranean nations. Israel, leveraging links with nations like
Jordan and the UAE, could establish connections with countries including Saudi Arabia.
Concurrently, the UAE, acting as a mediator in the Persian Gulf, could enhance economic
ties and dependencies between Israel and other Gulf states. This evolving network of
mutual connections and interdependencies among Israel and Gulf countries could ease
commercial and economic relations in the Persian Gulf, positioning it as a strategic bridge
between East Asia, Europe, and adjacent regions.
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1. Introduction

The expansion of transnational corporations has had a significant impact on developing
countries. Therefore, it is necessary to examine the channels through which transnational
corporations influence these countries. This research employs the dependency school,
which is highly effective in analyzing development and underdevelopment in the Third
World, to assess the role of transnational corporations in the economies of developing
countries and Iran. The aim of this research is to analyze the activities of transnational
corporations in developing countries and Iran through an analytical-descriptive approach
and, within the framework of new perspectives on dependence, to demonstrate how these
activities have affected the dependence processes of these countries.

2. Theoretical framework

Neoclassical theory argues that the presence of transnational corporations can help reduce
economic and technological gaps in developing countries. However, critics contend that
these corporations may withdraw capital from these countries and diminish investment
rates over time. This article addresses criticisms of the neoclassical perspective and
highlights issues related to transnational corporations from various economic viewpoints.
In addition to neoclassical theory, both old and new dependency schools particularly
address the problems posed by transnational corporations. There is a connection between
dependence and transnational corporations in both the old and new dependency schools.
The old view posits that underdevelopment is primarily caused by external factors; thus,
the influx of foreign capital into less developed countries leads to capital outflow,
unbalanced development, and deepening dependence. Traditional theorists emphasize
reliance on internal capabilities and less connection with the capital of transnational
corporations. Conversely, new theories focus on the specific economic, political, and
social conditions of each country, attributing underdevelopment to these internal factors.

3. Methodology
This research is qualitative in nature and was conducted using an analytical-descriptive
method.

4. Discussion

Transnational corporations play two key roles in shaping the futures of developing
countries. First, they influence the manner, context, and volume of capital transfers to
different countries. Second, they affect the type and method of technology transfer. This
study illustrates that the entry of transnational corporations into developing countries does
not necessarily achieve the intended goals due to the prevailing economic, social, and
political conditions. In the framework of new dependency theories, this research shows
that neglecting the initial conditions, requirements, and preconditions for the entry of
transnational corporations into developing countries, including Iran, can exacerbate
dependency on advanced countries. Consequently, achieving economic growth and
development becomes increasingly challenging. As discussed in the theoretical
framework, the investment of foreign corporations, under certain circumstances, can lead
to dependent development or dynamic development in Third World countries. However,
this requires an adequate absorption capacity in these countries and a government with
strong bargaining power. Therefore, until developing countries establish the essential
economic, legal, and political conditions necessary for effectively utilizing foreign capital,
interactions with transnational corporations will not only fail to resolve their problems but
may further deepen their dependency.
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5. Conclusion

The findings of this research demonstrate that the entry of transnational corporations into
developing countries, with the aim of transferring capital and technology, cannot occur
without establishing suitable economic, political, legal, and other necessary conditions.
Without these preparations, the presence of transnational corporations will not only fail to
foster economic growth and development but may also deepen dependency and lead to
the decline of domestic production enterprises. The analysis conducted in this research,
based on historical experiences of Iran’s economy, confirms the theoretical and analytical
expectations. In Iran, the inflow of capital and technology transfer by transnational
corporations has not followed a developmental approach that takes internal conditions
into account, resulting in increased dependence on the outside world.
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1. Introduction

The BRICS international group primarily pursues economic objectives. However, another
key goal is to steer the world toward a multipolar international system and to involve
various countries, particularly emerging powers that are members of BRICS, in global
decision-making processes. These defined goals align with the interests and strategies of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the international system. The question then arises: how can the
Islamic Republic of Iran optimally utilize this convergence of interests and objectives?
What are the modern foreign policy approaches of Iran in line with economic diplomacy to
overcome challenges and international sanctions? It seems that one of Iran's foreign policy
approaches to improving its economic situation under international sanctions is to propose
and pursue its membership in the BRICS international group, a membership that comes
with challenges, consequences, and opportunities for Iran.

This research is applied in nature and uses a descriptive-analytical method through
library research. The objective is to understand the capacities and potential of the BRICS
group and Iran's possible membership in it. A study by the Research Center of the Iran
Chamber of Commerce, published in July 2023, indicates that based on the findings, the
importance of BRICS in international political economy is increasing. This institution,
which encompasses a range of key emerging powers, is gradually moving toward
convergence. The establishment of financial institutions can be considered the most
significant success of BRICS in promoting convergence and its most valuable advantage for
countries seeking membership. On the other hand, BRICS has had limited success in
achieving value-based alignment and political convergence.

2. Methodology

The present research is of an applied nature, employing a qualitative-interpretive method
with a descriptive-analytical approach. The collection of information and data has been
conducted through library research and note-taking techniques.

3. Findings

The findings indicate that balancing the commitments Iran undertakes in the process of
joining this institution with the benefits it gains, particularly under sanction conditions, is
essential. The most significant geoeconomic advantage of Iran's membership in this
organization is access to financial resources through the Contingent Reserve Arrangement
(CRA) mechanism and the New Development Bank (NDB) of BRICS.

4. Conclusion

Iran's membership in BRICS can undoubtedly contribute to fulfilling certain economic
interests and enhancing the country’s prestige. However, the unrealistic expectations
frequently discussed in public discourse are unlikely to materialize. It is crucial to strike a
balance between the commitments Iran undertakes in the membership process and the
benefits it gains, especially under sanction conditions. The most significant geoeconomic
advantage of Iran's membership lies in accessing financial resources through the Contingent
Reserve Arrangement (CRA) and the New Development Bank (NDB) of BRICS.

U.S. financial sanctions complicate Iran’s access to the resources of these two
institutions. However, given that part of the financial resources are provided in the
currencies of the member countries, Iran may still benefit if it gains membership and
receives approval from other members. Contrary to some beliefs, the removal of financial
sanctions is a critical prerequisite for Iran to fully benefit from the advantages of BRICS
membership. BRICS has not achieved significant success in value-based alignment and
political convergence. The Russia-Ukraine war and the lack of BRICS support for Russia,
despite being a member, highlight the weak foundations of political and geopolitical
convergence among BRICS members
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The BRICS group, primarily led by China, has played a significant role in the global
economy, trade, and foreign investment over the past two decades, influencing the global
manufacturing industry toward increased concentration. This paper examines the potential
for Iran to develop cooperation and trade in the manufacturing industries with BRICS Plus
countries. Within the framework of the industry-country matrix on an annual basis, using
indicators of ‘"relative advantages and specialization” and “industrial-country
performance,” the changes in the global production structure of 22 industries from 2000 to
2021 were evaluated. The results indicate that the global production structure of many
industries (17 out of 22) has become more monopolistic, with China surpassing the United
States in many sectors. Iran also plays a significant role in resource-oriented industries
such as coke and refineries, non-metallic minerals, and chemical products, but has a
smaller share in high-tech and labor-intensive industries. To develop sustainable
cooperation and trade with the BRICS group, Iran needs to pursue an endogenous and
dynamic path of industrial development, similar to China's. Among the 22 industries and
BRICS Plus countries (5 main members and 5 new members), China (22 industries),
Brazil, and India (jointly in 19 industries) are the primary priorities for cooperation with
Iran. These countries present the greatest potential for collaboration with Iran in various
sectors, including food, wood, paper, publishing and printing, chemicals, rubber and
plastics, non-metallic minerals, fabricated metal products, optics and electronics, electrical
equipment, machinery and equipment, motor vehicles, other transport equipment,
furniture, and other industries.
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1. Introduction

Regional arrangements and the outcomes of economic convergence among countries are
currently subjects of interest for both major powers and developing emerging industrial
economies. The benefits arising from regionalism have prompted developing countries to
experience a new level of international relations under regional convergences.
Regionalism in Iran's vicinity has yielded weaker results compared to Europe, America,
and Southeast Asia. In this region, two long-standing regional institutions (ECO and the
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council) and newer ones (the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and BRICS-Plus) have been established in their initial stages. The
importance of regionalism in achieving development goals necessitates that Iran make
pragmatic decisions regarding priorities and the strategic outcomes of cooperation with
active blocs in the region. The BRICS group, led by China, has played a significant role in
the economy, trade, and foreign investment over the past two decades, steering the global
manufacturing industry towards monopolization. This paper examines the potential for
Iran to develop cooperation and trade in the manufacturing industries with BRICS-Plus
countries. Within the framework of the industry-country matrix on an annual basis,
changes in the global production structure of 22 industries during the 2000-2021 period
were evaluated using indicators of "relative advantages and specialization” and
"industrial-country performance".

2. Theoretical framework

Economic integration is a type of trade policy that leads to the reduction or elimination of
discriminatory trade restrictions among member countries. The effects of partial and static
equilibrium of unions can be measured in terms of trade creation or trade diversion.
Additionally, a Trade-Creating Customs Union (TCCU) can lead to an increase in the
welfare of non-members. A Trade-Diversion Customs Union (TDCU) might result in
trade creation or trade diversion, with the ultimate outcome depending on the relative
strength of these opposing forces. Customs union theory is a specific case of the second-
best theory. According to this theory, when all necessary conditions for achieving
maximum social welfare or Pareto optimality are not satisfied, the pursuit of these
conditions will not necessarily lead to the second-best outcome. In other words, in the
absence of the necessary conditions for achieving Pareto optimality, the second-best
choice is not necessarily the most desirable option given the existing conditions. The
conditions under which a union is formed will likely result in trade creation and increased
welfare. Other static effects of a union include reductions in transaction costs and
increased bargaining power among members. Nevertheless, the impact of the union on the
exchange relationship among members is uncertain. In addition to static welfare benefits,
countries establish unions for other dynamic benefits such as increased competition,
economies of scale, investment incentives, and more efficient utilization of economic
benefits. Despite significant efforts made by developing countries for economic
integration, they have achieved limited success.

3. Methodology

The effectiveness of the intended trade arrangements, namely the BRICS-Plus, has been
explored using a comparative content analysis method. This paper examines the potential
for Iran to develop cooperation and trade in the manufacturing industries with BRICS-
Plus countries. Using indicators of “relative advantages and specialization” and
"industrial-country performance,” changes in the global production structure of 22
industries during the 2000-2021 period were evaluated within the framework of the
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industry-country matrix on an annual basis.

4. Results & discussion

The results indicate that the global production structure of many industries (17 out of 22)
has become more monopolistic, with China surpassing the United States in many of these
sectors. Iran also plays a significant role in resource-oriented industries such as coke and
refineries, non-metallic minerals, and chemical products, but has a smaller share in high-
tech and labor-intensive industries. To develop sustainable cooperation and trade with the
BRICS group, Iran needs to pursue an endogenous and dynamic industrial development
path similar to that taken by China. Among the 22 industries and BRICS-Plus countries (5
main members and 5 new members), China (in all 22 industries), Brazil, and India (jointly
in 19 industries) are the primary priorities for cooperation with Iran.

5. Conclusions & suggestions

Among the 22 industries and BRICS-Plus countries (5 main members and 5 new members),
China, Brazil, and India are the primary priorities for cooperation with Iran. These countries
offer the greatest potential for collaboration in various industries, including food, wood,
paper, publishing and printing, chemicals, rubber and plastics, non-metallic minerals,
fabricated metal products, optics and electronics, electrical equipment, machinery and
equipment, motor vehicles, other transport equipment, furniture, and other industries.
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1. Introduction

Increasing productivity has become a main priority for many countries in achieving
continuous and stable economic growth and development. Examining the factors affecting
the productivity of total production factors in developing countries is of great importance
and necessity. When a country has superior economic power, it gains more benefits in the
international arena compared to other countries. However, when the economic power of
countries is equal, increasing the efficiency of economic diplomacy can play a vital role in
securing advantages in the international arena. This includes facilitating trade relations,
increasing foreign capital attraction, acquiring advanced foreign technology, and attracting
foreign tourists to improve the national image and provide access to foreign knowledge and
technology. These factors are the goals of economic diplomacy. The current research posits
that an awareness of the above five goals can affect productivity because the efficiency of
economic diplomacy, by facilitating foreign direct investment, which acts as a source of
funding and new technologies, as well as management, organizational skills, and marketing
networks, can increase the productivity of all factors.

2. Theoretical framework

Jakop and Van Berjik (2011) define economic diplomacy as "the use of international
political tools (diplomacy) to achieve economic goals." Facilitating foreign trade and
increasing the size of foreign markets in the more competitive international trade
environment enhances the productivity of labor, capital, and total factor productivity.
Attracting foreign direct investment serves as a channel for the spillover of research and
development costs from developed countries, which can boost efficiency and total factor
productivity (Abdin et al., 2021). Increasing the value of the national brand can also
enhance the management of human resources, facilitating the retention and attraction of
elites and improving human resource productivity, which can, in turn, increase the
productivity of other factors (Yang and Lee, 2011). Additionally, investment in educational
skills and experiential learning, as well as public research dissemination, can help eliminate
diminishing returns on capital (Falahi et al., 2014). Finally, the integration of technology
with other inputs in the production process leads to capital deepening, directly contributing
to product growth and the growth of total factor productivity.

3. Methodology

This study employs a multivariate regression method to estimate the relationship between
the dependent variable and the explanatory variables, allowing for an understanding of
changes in the dependent variable's value due to changes in each of the explanatory
variables, provided the other explanatory variables remain constant. The study selects 19
developing countries that are members of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(Azerbaijan, Jordan, Algeria, United Arab Emirates, Indonesia, Iran, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kazakhstan, Qatar, Kuwait, Malaysia, Morocco,
Egypt, Nigeria) and 24 developed countries that are members of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (Germany, the United States, Austria, Spain,
Australia, the United Kingdom, Italy, Ireland, Iceland, Belgium, Portugal, Denmark, Japan,
Sweden, Switzerland, France, Finland, Canada, South Korea, Luxembourg, Norway, New
Zealand, the Netherlands, and Greece) as the statistical sample for this study, due to the
availability of the required data.

4. Results & discussion
The estimation results show that a 1% increase in foreign trade in selected developing
and developed countries leads to an increase of 0.148% and 0.097% in their total factor
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productivity, respectively. A 1% increase in foreign investment in selected developing
and developed countries results in an increase of 0.061% and 0.135% in total factor
productivity, respectively. A 1% increase in access to foreign technology in selected
developing and developed countries leads to an increase of 0.033% and 0.062% in total
factor productivity, respectively. A 1% increase in national brand value in selected
developing and developed countries results in an increase of 0.002% and 0.009% in
total factor productivity, respectively.

5. Conclusions & suggestions

The effect of foreign trade facilitation on total factor productivity in both groups of
selected countries is positive and significant. The improvement in the efficiency of
economic diplomacy through facilitating foreign trade and providing access to more and
cheaper foreign inputs has led to an increase in total factor productivity. The effect of
attracting foreign capital on the productivity of all factors in both groups is positive and
significant. Foreign capital inflows have boosted productivity by enabling the inward
flow of research and development costs and the acquisition of new technologies from
other countries. The effect of national brand value on total factor productivity in both
groups of countries is positive but lacks statistical significance. Therefore, it can be said
that increasing the value of the national brand could improve the management of human
resources and the retention and attraction of elites and talents, thereby raising
productivity. The effect of attracting foreign tourists on total factor productivity in both
groups of countries is also positive but lacks statistical significance. Theoretically,
increasing the efficiency of economic diplomacy and attracting foreign tourists, through
the growth of income from tourists' spending on goods and services and the expansion
of economies of scale and other external effects, can increase the productivity of
economic activities. The impact of acquiring foreign technology on total factor
productivity in both groups of countries is positive and significant. The integration of
technology with other inputs in the production process has led to capital deepening,
directly contributing to the growth of total factor productivity.
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1. Brand Finance
2. The annual report on the world’s most valuable nation brands
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1. FDI and Technology Transfer
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The primary purpose of this research was to analyze the obstacles and strategies for the
export development of entrepreneurial small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in the food
industry within the Kermanshah Industrial estate Company. This study employed a
qualitative approach, utilizing qualitative content analysis as the research method. The
study population comprised experts in the relevant field from Kermanshah province, with
participants selected through a purposive snowball sampling method. The criterion for
determining sample size was the attainment of data saturation, which was achieved after
conducting interviews with 12 individuals. Data were analyzed using a three-step coding
process, and the validity of the findings was confirmed through four key concepts:
validity, transferability, verifiability, and reliability. The results identified 50 key concepts
and nine comprehensive categories of barriers, which include: Communication and
Informational Barriers (A), Financial Barriers (B), Motivational Barriers (C), Legal
Barriers (D), Product Quality Barriers (E), Competitive Barriers (F), Lack of Proper
Facilities and Equipment (G), Management Barriers (H), Environmental Barriers (). To
facilitate export development, it is essential to control, adjust, or eliminate these obstacles
at both macro and micro levels. Achieving this objective requires a systemic perspective
from all relevant stakeholders, including policymakers, macro planners, provincial
officials, managers, business owners, and employees. Based on the findings of this study,
it is recommended that policies and planning efforts prioritize the mitigation of the effects
of sanctions.
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1. Introduction

The development of small and medium businesses is recognized as one of the key elements
in achieving economic growth and development nowadays. These economic enterprises,
although they require less investment, are more efficient and play an important role in
creating jobs, providing a suitable platform for innovation and inventions, and increasing
exports, especially in developing countries. Considering Iran's situation under economic
sanctions, the export development of small and medium businesses is crucial for economic
advancement. In this context, Iraq presents a significant opportunity as a target market for
Iran's exports, with more than half of Iran's exported goods to Irag coming from
Kermanshah province. The proximity of Kermanshah to Iraq is an advantage for its
production and industry, which encourages an export-oriented approach among companies.
However, according to the latest statistics from the Kermanshah Province Industrial Towns
Company, the export share of small and medium industries in Kermanshah has not been
significant compared to the goods exported from the province's borders. Therefore, it can be
concluded that the small and medium industries of Kermanshah face many obstacles to
export. Given these issues, the general purpose of this research is to analyze the obstacles
and solutions for the export development of small and medium businesses by entrepreneurs
in the food industry within Kermanshah Industrial Estates, using the approach of
international political economy.

2. Theoretical Framework

International trade is defined as commercial transactions in which goods are exchanged
between different countries as part of profitable economic activities. International
transactions encompass both imports and exports. Exporting, as a type of international
strategy, has gained significant importance, and governments regard it as a means to
balance foreign exchange reserves, create employment, and foster economic development;
thus, they strive to encourage exports. Different organizations provide varying definitions of
small and medium enterprises. In one definition, small and medium enterprises are
independent companies employing fewer than a certain number of employees, which varies
by country. According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development,
small enterprises have fewer than 50 employees, while micro-enterprises have fewer than
10 employees. In the executive regulations for the expansion of small and quick-yielding
businesses, the responsibility rests with the Organization of Small Industries and Industrial
Towns, where production units (goods and services) with fewer than 50 employees are
classified as small businesses.

3. Research Methodology

The study population for this research includes experts in Kermanshah province related to
the subject matter, such as faculty members with relevant expertise, experienced managers
from food industry units of the Organization of Small Industries and Industrial Towns in
Kermanshah, and consultants experienced in exporting food industry units. To identify
participants, a successive purposive snowball sampling method was employed. The
criterion for determining sample size was reaching data saturation, achieved through
interviews with 12 individuals. The research tool consisted of in-depth, semi-structured
individual interviews, field notes, document reviews, or a combination of these methods.
Each interview lasted an average of 40 minutes, and participants' opinions were recorded
during the discussions. The validity and reliability of the research were assessed using four
related concepts: credibility, transferability, verifiability, and reliability. Qualitative content
analysis with a directional approach was used to analyze the data.
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4. Results and Discussion

Based on the results, 50 key concepts and nine comprehensive categories of barriers were
identified, including communication-informational barriers (A), financial barriers (B),
motivational barriers (C), legal barriers (D), barriers related to product quality (E),
competitive barriers (F), lack of suitable facilities and equipment (G), management barriers
(H), and environmental barriers (I). In the final stage, through selective coding, the storyline
was reviewed, categories were integrated, and their relationships were understood.
Continuous review ensured internal coherence and logical consistency, leading to the
refinement of the research model.

5. Conclusion

In general, to develop exports, obstacles should be identified at both macro and micro levels
and controlled, adjusted, or eliminated as much as possible. Achieving this goal depends on
a systemic perspective from all relevant actors, including policymakers, planners, provincial
officials, managers, business owners, and employees. Practical suggestions based on the
findings include networking and developing communication, frequent information
exchange regarding target markets, providing training on financing methods to utilize
various export-oriented financing options, offering incentives, subsidies, tax breaks, and
customs exemptions to promote non-oil exports, reviewing policies with an emphasis on
export development, and assigning expert marketing and consulting teams to aid in export
initiatives. Additionally, customs exemptions and subsidies for importing and updating
production equipment and machinery should be provided.






id
ISSN: 2676-587X we

B S g @ilgo 09 5T )5 Tawgio 9 S o5 (S )5 g Of y0lo Arugi

(Hadtorm (il SLaiS1 0 59 3)

QT ZYOW-SEN WA ) Ll N b

N.naderi@razi.ac.ir :aebll; .l olisle S ¢ g3l olKutils ¢ o 31, ¢ lasdl 5450ty ¢ s 81,18 5 o o 09,5 Lol ¢ Jgtume Bianngp )

khosravi.ehsan@razi.ac.ir :asbll, .|l coliiila)S ¢ 5l ol g 31,18 g Sl 51Kl ¢ o 318" g oyt 09,5 Jbskiasl .Y

[XWZ2 ko oAb
L sgio 5 SasS (6l S g s dnsgs (5L lSal, 5 clgo (olSTy imaiy ol pll J LIS Ciin gl illis g8

b Gimgiy s oSLo 3,509 2 eliile S ol intio (Sl o £S5 0 Gl glio 0j 3 (S
4 Jold mgiy (ol dllae 390 dnal by Pl oiae (S Slgizme s b J odlitl b g (S
S5 ages ) J o3l L (A S Lo o 59y oliile S il o 3 dalllae 3)90 £9290 Aisojd (5
WL aslias 5,k 5l 5050 03 gludl ) iy cdiged poes (s Jlze 0 bl (33 dgl8 g5 5l dindin
it Uy ) tel s 505 oo 5 405 (Moo dus (IS J o3lizd L ey 05 ol Loools gl
potia 0+ ol aluly A Al oy (s pdytebl 5 53 sy S s il podo ey 3
&y o(B) Jlo elye ofA) oMbl = L) glyo Jolis o 4335 &l 5 oLl glograly bl % g slS
iz 9 SUSel 355 (F) (a5, else (E) Jpame cudsS 4 bgyyo ailge (D) 55 s (C) (2550
g 99 9 22l Splio asg gl JS)gots i3 (1) amacns; glse 5 (H) (00 lge (G) cuslio
I (oo o503 3929 5,53 e (] 30 & g Bl (o b g o o J S el o b glga 3,5 5 S
g olebo g e 5 Sl g (S (i) 4l g hlIS b Jud 5l Ly sd (03 &S 59
aby 2 3B L Lo pteliy g s IS Cunlow 13 Gl g5 bl ol adlin 390 (5lalS g SIS

25 o oy b 25

VYUY 2Bl y g b
VEYIWYE 16,550 &)U
VEYIVIY sy B, G
VEY/IYA 3Ll g

1ojlgus’

«lplo gl
cllodle: slo)l g
d» SME

ETCNe

Agie s

Uy ol St 3, S5) LSl 5 plgo £ LS Lanosio g SrsS (lnlS gn lyolos dansss (VEF) sl 53y 36 50 :0kinn]
http//doi.org/10.22126/ipes.2024.9977.1631 A=YV (N) Y ]/ suslas el lellze

d}l) olRls :)..IBL'» ) .
DOI: http//doi.org/10.22126/ipes.2024.9977.1631

SROIE

BY



mailto:khosravi.ehsan@razi.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22126/ipes.2024.9977.1631
https://doi.org/10.22126/ipes.2024.9977.1631

Vet o) b ylos Y 6,90« Molls sl Slai] olellao Vs

douio
Bl g 5 ad) a4 2liwd 1 @S ) (S Glsisa (SMES) Thawgio § Sos8 sl g dngi ojg el
2 5 5L (658 (o) ale s 4 aSSTagmgly  oolaidl elmolSis pl (V) () lKan g iabias) ol sba L
i dnwgi Jlo 3 (gloyg S islo al3l g gl g (gl (sl cunbio i sloml ¢ il o il (it
il (glaisu ) (GPeSS Sl d92g p3l an 93 (b (We e (Sbmgh (sgwge 9 oo (21) B> (o
U el osis oo (gylo0 03] sblie dawgi o LB,y cuje dloul 3 mio (glaaded i 58l Cucnl ( oaladl
Ol g SasS 5 bawgio mlio gl d (dojug angi 1) Cjo ljdl jolatods dnngi Jl> 3 (slo )5S
2 el g9 blod jl Lajgeans” ol (WM ) VLo)S" joy g 5 (g0 )8) 28l s b iz ol 5 (515 ake poo
o el 381 53 Sl 5 Sl (g (ST 5 gl g9 dnwgi 9 oLl slai Ko i slayguiS o
aales Jras 3850 (£A) ) Gy i g ATV 5l s o VP Jan) L] (3 (glyiST (55 Y gamo ol
(730 (gl 5 o)

o Lo )SacnS S olaw 3l oo pn Ad 5l i g Ll 0 b lawgie 9 K568 (sl )5 g ¢yl laidl
5 0SS 18 Ve sixio (sla)lS geansS 03938l 3851 5l 0o p3 VY g Jdl Sl o3 TV 3905 )3 (ot Lawgio jolody ¢j9uiS
9 K265 mliw lojluw 0)i5 5o oS cauwl Jls > cplloaly (olaid] dgs 4 WAYIYAY clo Jlo Lo |y s
o=l el oas byl aoyd Ve g Wocw 4 Wlplo g cludgr (o5 10 SosS mlio pha oyl ! ixino oS 0
Py cdle ppw o (laol S 5l edga0m dlus prily [lid) 3w Jeo j0iS 55 mlio &S Cunlize ol
i s ool JoB glaoes o8 wlooly ol s &y Carino 25w @l Lo g lidg o5l Jnsl wdg33] 55, slos)
() colSan 5 ialis) duy oo

Bl st e ool Sl dangin 5 S il o> 3 55 il 9 ot Slegsze J S
bk Uy pae b 5380 o aonisyn (o)) sdes isw &S Cuol Sl byl 0w b duslie )0 lawgio g SooS
S plo (ITAB (a5 o) Canl sl g9 (ul 3Sdae (g3l (ol e bawgio 9 Sos8 o) S
gy (Aallo sbo)lil 3 1) (1B Cujo wlgi o S Wb sl C8 05 055 9 Wy (e Sz 93,0)8 s ]
Lioguas: 1S g’ 51 (6 b (WA 3] 5 (639 )08 (o) Hyg] cud & @l pplio osis] g Jeb 3 ,Shos st il
5 0 Laagto 5 S (sl g s oyt ol sl oV ol 5 Lo 5 S8 (sl S g
Ao Vel i oS Slplo g ()6 5k 3)ls Wl o e 5 )b 5l calid el wlie plill 9 YU (g dCSllas]
oo Lol S s ot (STl o b 2 lsisay s o ol o8 &1y plee oLl shacc s
(VN wygd g yual)) ST o e | Lol (gl 9 05y g )l Lol (el (o0l (sblie lplo 395 oo

laidl anwg ly (oLl (ol Clpslo drug (plpls olaidl @28 alpd )3 olpl 6p5)8 4 g b
oS Laly (pl 50 ] pro Jlows (3La8l dawgs 9 Ay baas > Sl o ¢l pl aile  sladkaidl (gly s pro jlw
3 @l yeiS 4y ol lple Y S 0o 8 joao 9 0)b ol clple BGua b leisas ool cud)ls le
37Sugy el 4 el oliile S il cantio 5 g5 Sacajo Sl 3lhs )5S L sl 055 o plol oliile S ]
w3 gl o 3 elile S il s (glaS 0l <855 Lol (BT b 0g2gell D3 00 oSyl il olo
w0displo 1535 ) s any il elajye 3 4 WY L duglio 53 oliile S il Lausgio 5 S8 aibio sl
anlg Yoo dgas ol oy 3T oluly il smtio slacS s Jlddos 5 Jld (cadg (slassly jloss .l 0395 1S i
A bawgio 9 oS asly 5lasyd Ae 5 (i i cpl 5l g

Ll g 3] sla o ) (WAA) sliile S bl )los g (pdme cnio lojlo Cliiiuns ¢ ol & dang5 |

1. Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs)



WY s 9 5590 | (el oobons SLaisl 35513)) 1,501y 5 slgo st p9T)IS bagio s SogS 5l eyl g

Jolis 08, ol 48 Wloadbad b oyl j Jld 0uiS oo doly laicds xio slassly jl o> VO ST il yoes
Carmdg pplo blod 4 oliile 5 il bawgio § Sor8 glio &S (g cplple il 5 S)i Mg (slacs
Ol 5 sl yoboay (il 558 > lplis w3yl by ciin dpalye Jlol8 glge b aiuej ol 3 5 S5 (oglas
29530 dge dy dogi b (plpls D13 (g B wrew St (5518 g Jlindl caslo oo 99 laijl padl sl oLl S
2 AL gt 5 Sa S (oS g il dnugs lalSal, 5 wlse (505l e stingly cul plosl I IS un
sl oLl S il tnino (oS e 815 5 i golis oo
Ay dodl pd 4 Cowl 48)F Ojao Jad e g dasie Gldllas lawgio § So68 sl )8 g Gl plo drwss glge die s
3,5 0,Lsl (V) o)L g o) ooljule adllan 4 )l oo dlos o 5 ol o adld Ul o 5kasse g (o ntee
o g 38l Ol pae Jolds iy 4 ]y 213 mluo EY game Slplo (gla il o Sate 95 adllas > Ul
2,8 ol 5yl Jl laille g e o5

5 Lol o 5 (sl gl 8 3 claculs (lmadlgo sl ol (V) oy Kiad 5 0,381 ousls adllno ol
i Splo 3)Slas e Jolse (inte Solo 3)Sles ()] g (gpuie gy (N Gacanli

S pas Jolii |y olie mlio oS b lplo dawgs @lge o ete 295 ddlllas 1> (VWAQ) Ko 5 o
pis (o el lse b 5 5y, (il B gty pie (Sl SCS b 3 ()bl Cend ool ((2B) o
3905 ol Sl el sl pie 5 e 5 (S5e8 (Slaaile

) of ol ol (lie glio g oS )b sl wlse (inge (WAY) olSen 5 Joblisy Sle,)
38 ol (bl (sljorme 351 g (b s yho g (1lgE Elge ol

Jelos s Jolgs g Slojl Jalse) (JBI Jolse o g doms ol 41 395 aalllao 3 (VoV+) Lo 5 500
(53055 s ol ol & s sl s s Ml e i el e s ) s
33 b lawgio g SoeS oS 1 lplo )b by ©)lee (Jlodloye Sl

Slbl)l g (S ol Ghgn Jyame (65l & Bt s ool 4 (glidlllan 3 (YV+) ol 5 oMb
sl oo lawgio 9 So8 o)l g Sl 3Shes p SL)I1L

it RS s Gl S 5 o) s e e e Sty € ] & 355 adllan > (V+18) o ot
I8 456 @l ol dnags

Slplis drwgi yo (Slplo a5 (]l (il aooly Lis 355 adlas > 5 (V4IA) o) LSen g 4gd
Dyl o il Lawgio g oS (gl S geanS

sy e ALmcbls o S35 ol sl (Slocalls 3 (s (Y1A) iSam 5 3900 el ol
Cal Y3856 Sl pplo drwgs p b Ly, 5 )6

) gens Clplo Coidbse 1> cgd (ol (glacusbuw a5 Wl )l 295 ddlllas (> (YIV) Ko 5 Ky
21 58 busgio § S8

Lwgio 9 SogS (claolSl j laiges €l Glasenad 9 (559 lgie b sladllao > (V- -F) ] Ken § SIL
9 gy )t S b o3Il s g 315 (G385 b o S b Wl yplio o Wity a0 ) 4 b
sl )8 938 o900

lrodly jl ealawl Ly €S i o (0 Jlpolo S 5 05l ¢ Jolge (gl laie b (gladdllas )5 (V2 +¥) ylojg
LS b (i g At 1,05 5 (3b5 Aoy 4T QS WS o5 C8L ) S5k Sloxd g g S i TYF

i I3 y95 5 (6t (Slo 3, Slas s (6555 0jll &



1Pt ) 6ylais .V §y90 (Mol (owoliw 3Ll olelllao 1aA

bgio 9 S8 slo)l g Slplio axg @lse (g5lSly & (sladlllao (986 48,5 Cpg0 (sl gy ol
o513 3l g (S 3,59 b g oliile S il ixko (SlacS 10 2855 )3 el (i glio slassly 0 1o
S gonnS Clplio Cundg dn dng L g Sl ail s ((wlid gy 3y Slije) buysd el (653 48
s g sl lSaly 5 glga salSTy pil adlian chim wbiile S il o Ll lis (slatoly Lawgis 5 SorgS
SlacS e <8y it plis ojy s JHallm (ol bl 45T b 0 IS Lawgia 5 S8 (sla)lS g
ool ol S il ek

B9 H by

by plonl ' ocee gome b b jloslisiel L 5 (&S S, haisl & cunl oy Cliiod s3> pols g,
Slgime g 9 (S5 0509y Slaody I 33 )3 GBS el o cul imghy gy o (S Slsiee Jlod
5 40 sl ST g 13 S o (S Igiome oo g (YR ()0 5 (502 550) 9308 S & (i (slaodly
(sl (|5 tmghy Laugs modls (g pslaa 5 Simg3; plosl (gl 45l 55 Gimgly gy S 4L g modly oo
392 {VWAY) g SVAVY) o 37 o 5l Sl Rimgy 503 Solis 4 {ITAY (e g 3y sise) 394800 485 150
sl g (eliddyen lidgyin i lpime Jlod (hmgi (ihg) 4 3903 ol (VWVB) 02k 9 (VWAA) e3ljchugs
L cplplo {0AY WY ()], Ke g 3l oo 5 J85 ) ol laodls a4y ol lojlo g laosly Julos ¢ 65903,5 (6l (syt5 o
A Oy sty )3 48Tl Jino (hngly gy Sy (85 Igione oS SIS (i 45 ey Dol 4 Colis
DYAY o)L g 3l o) 3piS oo )18 ooliiul 3590 Jho pos g bl 5l bl dmodls yawseli 5 Chnogs da o
Lagio 5 S8 lo)lS g Slpolo dnogi (sl Saly 5 lge (55lSTy Jlid 42 g3y ol o bl cal s LAY
o o 590,54 b by ol 3 g Casl olitilo S il gixto SlacS 0 €855 > 2l lio oj> 3 3L
s ) cidisee (sl by g J) cnlpll (V7 JS8) 33155 (gl Jio ) g (g5 B b laodls asds o oo
Loy gl do ey sl (S Igme Jelod )3 &S (olye (A pgbody ey o ) (g panlio Fusl lgie
ol Gbles N S 33,57 (b b g

1 pr—
oy s (35 asia @
>
“:'J ™ el SV s @
b pise 035 jasin gm0 @
H —
- N pr—
o }
T.i | 1
#.:I LS‘J"‘"dJJ-a‘}LEﬂJ?JS’ L]
- d —
A, I [
f;_; SIS sm bl y Ll @

1. Directed content analysis
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1. Sequential Sampling
2. Snowball Sampling
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A deficiency in the process of appointing managers can lead to unstable decisions,
inefficient resource management, and a decrease in economic productivity. This inquiry
aims to investigate the implications of appointing ineffective managers on progress and
sustainable development within the economic domain. The current research seeks to
conceptualize economic corruption within the cycle of inefficiency in the appointment of
managers in organizations. In terms of its fundamental and applied objectives, this
research adheres to a pragmatism-based paradigmatic approach, employing interpretive
modeling during the exploratory phase and a proof-oriented model in the testing phase.
The research employs a mixed-method approach, utilizing thematic analysis as the
analytical strategy. Qualitative data were analyzed using the Clark method and Maxqda
software. Purposeful qualitative sampling was employed, and the qualitative sample
included senior managers from government organizations, with interviews conducted with
a total of fifteen participants. The quantitative segment of the study involved managers
and experts from the Ministry of Interior. A simple random sampling method was
employed for the quantitative population, and using GPower software, the final sample
size was determined to be 130 individuals. Content validity was confirmed by experts,
while construct validity of the measurement model was examined and confirmed through
tests of average variance extracted and the Fornell-Larcker criterion. Additionally, the
model's reliability was assessed and verified using Cronbach's alpha coefficient. The path
analysis of the proposed model was conducted using SPSS and SmartPLS software.
Initially, twenty-seven indicators or items were coded and extracted. Through exploratory
factor analysis, these items were grouped into seven components. Subsequently, these
seven factors were further consolidated into three main categories: "Political Tricks: A
Destructive Force for Economic Balance," "Lack of Expertise in Responsible Individuals:
A Hidden Tragedy in Organizational Efficiency," and "Political Lobbying: Undermining
Trust and Damaging the Economic Foundation."
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1. Introduction

Defects in the manager appointment process can lead to poor decision-making, inefficient
use of resources, and lower economic output. Inexperienced managers often make unsound
decisions due to their lack of knowledge, which can result in wasted resources, widespread
problems within the organization, and ultimately, dissatisfaction and financial losses. A
conceptual analysis of economic ruin can help us better understand the causes and
consequences of this phenomenon. This essay explores the impact of choosing inefficient
managers, aiming to promote progress and sustainable economic development. The goal of
this research is to understand how economic ruin occurs within the cycle of ineffective
managerial appointments.

2. Theoretical framework

Defining Economy: The term “economy" literally translates from Greek, meaning "against
excess" or "management.” It also signifies the opposite of corruption. As a field of study,
economics delves into the allocation of limited resources to satisfy society's seemingly
boundless desires.

Inefficiency of Appointments: Researchers and theorists widely acknowledge the
detrimental role of appointing unqualified individuals as managers, which can trigger
financial and economic crises. When an organization faces a crisis, the situation can worsen
due to poor decisions made by managers chosen based on personal connections rather than
qualifications. These managers often lack the experience and expertise necessary to
navigate challenging times, leading to detrimental consequences for the organization and
potentially the broader economy.

Destruction of the Economy in the Cycle of Inefficiency of Appointments: The
appointment of unqualified managers initiates a destructive cycle within the economy. This
cycle begins with a series of misguided and irrational decisions. Due to their lack of
knowledge and experience, these managers are unable to make sound choices that align
with societal needs and current economic conditions. These poor decisions inevitably lead
to inefficient resource management, ultimately hindering economic growth.

3. Methodology

This research employs an inductive-deductive method based on pragmatic philosophical
assumptions. The inductive method was utilized during the discovery phase, while the
deductive method was employed in the validation phase. The research follows a qualitative-
quantitative strategy, denoting a mixed-type sequential discovery. The study is both
fundamental and practical, as it aims to conceptualize and identify dimensions and
indicators of economic deterioration within the cycle of inefficiency in the appointment of
managers. The qualitative part employs thematic analysis to identify main themes and sub-
themes. The second part adopts a quantitative approach through structural equation
modeling based on the Partial Least Squares (PLS) method. In the qualitative segment,
senior managers from government organizations constituted the sample, with a total of
fifteen individuals interviewed. The statistical community for the quantitative segment
consisted of managers and experts from the Ministry of Interior. A quantitative simple
random sampling method was employed to determine the final sample size of 130
individuals using G-Power software. Content validity was confirmed by experts, and the
validity of the measurement model structure was assessed through mean extracted variance
and Fornell-Larcker tests. The model's reliability was checked and confirmed using
Cronbach's alpha coefficient.

4. Results and discussion

To date, no study has been undertaken on the "conceptualization of economic ruin in the
cycle of inefficiency in the appointment of managers.” Most previous studies have related to
managerial and economic issues separately. This research aims to fill this knowledge gap.
By emphasizing the promotion of transparency, commitment, and competence in the
selection of managers, it seeks to develop a new approach to launch efficient economic
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cycles, considering the role of managers as the main pillars. Given that this research is of a
mixed type, SPSS software and exploratory factor analysis were employed in the qualitative
phase to determine the number of categories of items and main components, marking an
innovation in this research. Twenty-seven indicators were extracted in the initial coding and
grouped into seven components or sub-dimensions with the help of exploratory factor
analysis. Subsequently, these seven factors were categorized into three main components:
"Political Favors,” "Destruction of Economic Balance,” and "Lack of Expertise in
Responsible Individuals: A Hidden Tragedy in Organizational Efficiency.” The findings of
the quantitative part indicate that the significant coefficients of the model's relationship
components are less than 0.5. Therefore, the research model can be confirmed with 95%
probability.

5. Conclusions and suggestions

This research focused on deepening our understanding of economic ruin and its connection
to weak manager appointment processes. The analysis of factors like political favoritism
and lobbying revealed a clear system imbalance and potential for inefficiency. Additionally,
the lack of expertise among those selecting managers suggests shortcomings in
organizational performance.

By identifying the components, dimensions, and indicators of economic deterioration within
the cycle of ineffective managerial appointments, this research offers valuable insights and
potential solutions to improve economic performance. Key achievements include:

- Identifying the dimensions and indicators of economic ruin.

- Suggesting solutions to enhance managerial selection expertise.

- Proposing new criteria for evaluating the quality of manager appointments.

To address these challenges, we recommend re-engineering managerial selection
processes by considering the potential link between economic ruin and inefficiencies in the
appointment cycle. Planning and implementing laws and regulations specific to selecting
managers, especially those whose decisions significantly impact the economy, would be a
valuable initiative.

Two key factors should be prioritized in selecting and appointing managers:
1- Technical and scientific expertise, ensuring adherence to the principle of meritocracy.

2- Strong ethical principles and a deep understanding of the organizational context.

The accurate and thorough selection of managers remains a complex and crucial issue
with far-reaching consequences. This research raises questions beyond the scope of a single
study and necessitates investigation from diverse perspectives. We encourage other
researchers to build upon this and similar studies to conduct more detailed and
comprehensive examinations.
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Poverty is not a perpetual state in which individuals remain indefinitely; rather, they may
experience periods of poverty and transition in and out of it throughout their lives. Given
the limited knowledge available on strategies for poverty alleviation in our country, this
study focuses on Mashhad, a rapidly expanding urban center with a significant and
growing population on its periphery. Theoretical frameworks and approaches explored in
this research include the cycle of needs and resources, empowerment theory, and the
capability approach to poverty. Employing a qualitative methodology, this study utilizes
interview-based data collection techniques. The sampling method applied is theoretical
sampling, with interviewees consisting of individuals (both women and men) aged 18 and
above who reside in marginalized areas of Mashhad. Data analysis is conducted through
thematic analysis, following the framework proposed by Braun and Clarke (2006). The
findings indicated that strategies employed by low-income individuals to alleviate poverty
include accessing sustainable and effective formal and informal support systems
(encompassing efficient and sustainable informal support alongside maximal formal
support), seeking stable and skill-oriented employment opportunities (such as sustainable
jobs and low-capital skill-focused positions), engaging in education-oriented and
progressive apprenticeships (including education that promotes advancement and
advanced skill training), effectively managing high-cost assets (e.g., implementing slight
reductions in expenses for children's education, basic food budgets, clothing, health, and
hygiene), and accumulating assets efficiently (such as maintaining consistent monetary
savings and investing in movable assets). Furthermore, the overarching theme identified
for this research is "Multi-dimensional and Flexible Strategies for Escaping Poverty."
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1. Introduction

Poverty is a longstanding phenomenon that has grown more complex in modern societies.
Viewing poverty as a static and uniform state leads to misunderstanding, as it is not a
constant condition. Instead, individuals can move in and out of poverty throughout their
lives. Given the limited information on strategies for escaping poverty in our country, this
study focuses on the city of Mashhad, which has clusters of poverty in its peripheral areas
and is recognized as a growing metropolis with a significant and increasing suburban
population.

2. Theoretical Framework

In this study, various theories and approaches have been reviewed, including the life cycle
of needs and resources (considering events and circumstances from childhood to death),
empowerment theory (considering dominant institutional conditions, social and political
structures, individual and family assets and capacities, and collective assets and capacities),
and the capability approach to poverty (considering the individual and social capabilities of
the underprivileged).

3. Research Methodology

This research employs a qualitative method, using interviews as the data collection
technique. Purposeful sampling targeted individuals who were previously impoverished but
have since escaped poverty, residing in the suburban areas of Mashhad and over the age of
18. The interviews were conducted as informal conversations. Data analysis followed the
thematic analysis framework proposed by Braun and Clarke (2006). The interviews were
transcribed and read multiple times to become familiar with the data. Initial codes were
created based on concepts extracted from the text. Subsequently, sub-themes (reflecting one
or more extracted concepts) were identified. These initial themes were then reviewed and
refined, leading to the formation of main themes. The themes were redefined according to
the interrelationships between sub-themes and main themes. Finally, the findings were
written in relation to the themes and their interconnections concerning the main research
topic (strategies for exiting poverty). This analysis identified five main themes, twelve sub-
themes, and twenty-nine concepts.

4. Discussion

The findings of this study reveal that impoverished individuals utilize various strategies to
break free from poverty, including:

- Strategies for accessing sustainable and effective formal and informal support (effective
and sustainable informal support, and maximal formal support).

- Securing stable and skill-based jobs (sustainable employment and low-capital, skill-based
jobs).

- Emphasis on education and advanced training for enhancement (promotive education and
advanced skill training).

- Effective management of high-cost items (slight reduction in children's education
expenses, slight reduction in basic family diet costs, slight reduction in clothing costs, and
slight reduction in health and hygiene expenses).

- Effective asset savings (continuous monetary savings and saving movable assets).
Additionally, the overarching theme of “escaping poverty through continuous and flexible
utilization of multiple strategies” emerged as the central theme of this study.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations
The overarching theme of this research underscores the importance of employing multiple
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strategies, persistence in their application, and flexibility in their utilization by
underprivileged individuals to overcome poverty. Consequently, an integrated facilitation
system is proposed, offering essential support to impoverished individuals. This system
encompasses both formal avenues like loans and facilities, and informal support such as
psychological and emotional assistance. Moreover, it includes educational and training
initiatives, employment assistance, and guidance on effective saving practices and expense
management. Leveraging the activities of non-governmental organizations and their local
influence can further enhance the effectiveness of these efforts.
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1. The authors used a community-based methodology called the 'stages of progress' approach.
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