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1. Introduction

Over the past decade, Al has emerged as one of the most influential determinants of global
economic transformation. Its capacity for autonomous decision-making, predictive analysis,
and large-scale automation has redefined how production, trade, and finance operate across
borders. Scholars increasingly argue that Al represents the “engine of growth” in the 21st-
century international economy, shaping not only business models but also geopolitical and
institutional configurations.

This paper seeks to address a central question: How does the technological evolution of
artificial intelligence alter the structure and dynamics of the international economy? By
situating this question within the broader discourse on globalization and technological
innovation, the study explores how Al-driven processes affect employment, trade flows,
governance mechanisms, and power distribution among nations.

2. Theoretical Framework

The study employs Paul Romer’s Endogenous Growth Theory (1990) as its conceptual
foundation. Unlike exogenous growth models that attribute development to external inputs,
this theory posits that innovation, knowledge, and human capital are internal engines of
economic expansion. Within this framework, Al acts as an endogenous technological driver
that accelerates innovation cycles, enhances labor productivity, and fosters knowledge
diffusion.

By augmenting research and development (R&D), Al strengthens human capital formation
and creates increasing returns to scale, leading to sustainable economic growth. Moreover,
AT’s analytical and computational capacities enable economies to internalize knowledge
creation, making it a fundamental mechanism for continuous technological advancement
and global competitiveness.

3. Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative, analytical-descriptive approach. Data were collected
from a broad range of sources, including peer-reviewed journal articles, policy papers,
institutional reports, and international databases. The analysis integrates comparative
evaluation of global investment trends in Al, adoption rates across industries, and labor
market shifts between 2013 and 2022. The study emphasizes conceptual interpretation and
synthesis over statistical quantification, focusing on the causal relationships between Al
diffusion and macroeconomic transformation in the global context.

4. Results & Discussion

4.1. Al and Global Trade Development

Al optimizes logistics, supply chains, and customs management, reducing transaction costs
and enhancing trade efficiency. Machine translation, predictive analytics, and algorithmic
forecasting facilitate cross-border business and international market integration. However,
the so-called “modern productivity paradox” suggests that the measurable macroeconomic
benefits of Al adoption may lag behind its rapid technological diffusion. 4.2. Institutional
and Governance Transformation: Al challenges traditional institutional frameworks and
necessitates adaptive regulatory architectures. Emerging global initiatives—such as the
European Union’s Artificial Intelligence Act (2021)—illustrate the need for ethical,
transparent, and harmonized governance systems. The rise of “machine economies” also
calls for redefined norms regarding data ownership, algorithmic accountability, and cross-
border cooperation. 4.3. Redistribution of Economic Power: Al intensifies global economic
competition by amplifying disparities between technologically advanced and lagging
nations. The United States and China have emerged as dominant Al superpowers,
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leveraging technological leadership to extend their geopolitical influence. This dynamic
fosters a new form of digital mercantilism, wherein technological capability becomes a
determinant of economic sovereignty. 4.4. Productivity and Efficiency Gains: Empirical
evidence indicates that Al adoption in manufacturing, logistics, and services leads to
substantial cost reduction and performance improvement. Predictive maintenance,
intelligent automation, and data-driven decision-making contribute to significant increases
in productivity growth and operational scalability, potentially adding trillions of dollars to
global GDP by 2030. 4.5. Employment and Labor Market Transformation: AI’s dual
impact on labor markets involves both displacement and creation. Routine and repetitive
jobs are increasingly automated, while new, high-skill occupations emerge in data analytics,
algorithm design, and Al system management. The long-term employment effects depend
on workers’ adaptability and the effectiveness of educational and reskilling programs
supported by public policy.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

Artificial Intelligence represents a pivotal inflection point in the evolution of the
international economy. It simultaneously enhances productivity and disrupts traditional
market structures, redefining trade patterns, labor relations, and institutional governance.
While Al-driven automation raises concerns about inequality and job displacement, it also
generates unprecedented opportunities for innovation and sustainable growth. The study
concludes that the future of the international economic order will depend on how effectively
nations integrate Al into their development strategies while mitigating its socio-economic
risks. Balanced governance, inclusive education policies, and cooperative international
regulation are essential for ensuring that the benefits of Al-driven transformation are
equitably distributed across the global economy.
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1. Introduction

Following the end of World War 11, and especially after the collapse of the Soviet Union,
the United States was recognized as the undisputed hegemon of the international order. The
three pillars of this hegemony included economic-military superiority, regime-building
capacity, and ideological legitimacy. However, regional and global developments—from
the chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan to the Ukraine war and the intensifying rivalry
with China—have shown that these pillars no longer possess their former robustness. In
another dimension, emerging challenges such as paramilitary actors, the erosion of ironclad
deterrence, low-cost military technologies, and ultimately the decline of narrative-building
have, over the past two decades, subjected U.S. hegemony to multiple signs of erosion. By
posing the question—what traditional and emerging challenges does U.S. hegemony face,
and how do these factors affect the transition of the international order? —This article seeks
to provide a comprehensive picture of the shifting balance and transformation of the
international order.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study draws on Charles Doran’s power cycle theory—a framework that
explains the rise, stabilization, decline, and replacement of hegemons as a cyclical process
within the international system. According to this theory, hegemonic decline is not merely
the result of the emergence of rivals but rather the consequence of internal erosion of
legitimacy and ineffectiveness in reproducing order. This analytical framework helps to
understand the current decline of the United States in conjunction with traditional and
emerging challenges.

3. Method

This research is analytical in nature and descriptive in methodology. Data collection follows
a library-documentary approach, encompassing various sources including books, academic
articles, official documents, and authoritative information databases. Furthermore, the
collected data are supported by statistics and documented evidence to enhance the scientific
credibility of the findings.

4. Findings and Discussion

The findings indicate that the decline of the United States is multidimensional:

1. Traditional Indicators: Relative economic decline vis-a-vis China, political-military
failures in lIrag, Afghanistan, and Ukraine, and the crisis of soft power and liberal
legitimacy. These factors indicate that the United States can no longer impose the existing
order solely based on the norms, values, and narratives of the liberal order.

2. Emerging Indicators: Inability to confront non-state actors (e.g., Houthis, Hamas, and
Hezbollah), the erosion of ironclad deterrence against direct attacks on vital bases, the
challenge posed by low-cost technologies such as drones and short-range missiles, and the
decline of global narrative-building and consensus-shaping. These components are
particularly evident in the Gaza war, the campaign against Iran, and failed sanctions against
Russia.

The combination of these traditional and new factors suggests that the United States has
shifted from a "dominant hegemon™ to a "preeminent but constrained power.” This
transition simultaneously provides the groundwork for the enhanced agency of emerging
powers such as China and Russia, as well as middle actors. From a theoretical perspective,
this simultaneity of crises signals entry into the "delegitimization” stage of the power
cycle—a stage that provides greater room for maneuver for emerging powers and reduces
Washington's monopoly over setting the global agenda. Given the current trajectory, the
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future resembles not the persistence of unipolarity but rather a historical transition toward
multipolar orders characterized by the dispersion of power centers and increased relative
instability.

5. Conclusion

This research concludes that the decline of U.S. hegemony is not a transient phenomenon
but rather a sign of structural transformation in the international order. This decline does not
mean the immediate collapse of U.S. power; the country still possesses extensive financial,
technological, and military capacities. However, it will no longer be able to unilaterally
determine global rules. Hence, the future of global politics will be shaped by multipolarism,
great-power competition, and the increasing agency of middle and non-traditional actors.
On this path, China (with economic power), Russia (with geopolitical influence), and
middle powers (with asymmetric tactics) will have a greater share in setting the global
agenda. The choice facing the United States lies between two options: either accommodate
the reality of multipolarization and design a strategy based on cooperation and burden-
sharing in security, or, by insisting on previous patterns, accelerate the erosion of its
legitimacy and the entry into the fourth stage of the power cycle—namely, the creation of a
new order.






ISSN: 2676-587X e

K907 S0 30 190b 9 9 i SN 331,736 6 I 3!

Taljlopa cpms [P 3155 g00n ] Suoe

d._AU.vl) ul)...:l ‘.)L_g’lp)& qu._.w)J oE il ‘L;ol_m.vl f9_lc 9 uL_.g.)l oSl (J—J&J‘W JQ._JJ9) 9 Ls“”"’i’“’ ,99_19 05)5 )LJL_»:‘ sJ,f_m o g Al

ahmadinejad.h@Iu.ac.ir

hchehreazad215@gmail.com :asbll, . lpl (s (03l 0Bty b pole g o> 005l ol balgy Ayl puolis IS s gal il Y

oS> Qo X!
5 Aol (gl ool oabaiBl g5y Al 2 g Sl Sl ol (gt Glsisay eaotie SYLI Sgojn g 1 lie £g3

ST oSl sl Sl b claaliis o dollone plss 3l Y55 (J ol b sl 038y sl Sy55lgiyl Ll

ol g el s abs g i sl il (50 3 S0l (gesn 108 A5 o okae |y oy ol sl
loilly (oLl (s S8l S5 o8 230 (U5 9y G i S5l o ol S 2 (68b 4 Jole
pUaad Sl adea | i Glagills L i Jalge dljiot o5l gis Cions g (ol b
) LSyel g Ghalnsd siluscalsy Jsil g ollss o5 slacs sl ol o 0ol 80 inl (S35 Cnas
2 gy dlal dio e 3 oy a0 o8 Gl by el 4 395 Juted Slustivo 5ol (ol el 00,5 g2 s
2 38 lm i JiS 8 S S lamean liial (g3 sladiose )3 Slho slacyb g (St ojg>

5 vl ] e Coluw 4y 3 S5

DR AN PP NG
VONVA 1S5k )b
VO iy G,

DA PR

:L’cb}"ls.\nl;

< ).@ >
WP

& el o550 YL
e ol

e ol

FEY0 IR o ol St Colelllae (S5 pol G903 yorlogs 5 (siims (sl yille 1 gll5b B Jgdl 51 (VF+0) e oy fhues ol gton] :liun]
http//doi.org/10.22126/ipes.2026.12779.1773

&y oSl £y ) )
DOI: http//doi.org/10.22126/ipes.2026.12779.1773

@NOIE

NC



mailto:ahmadinejad.h@lu.ac.ir
mailto:ahmadinejad.h@lu.ac.ir
mailto:hchehreazad215@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22126/ipes.2026.12779.1773
https://doi.org/10.22126/ipes.2026.12779.1773

1Fed o) 6ylos 3 890 Mol s wliww Sl colellao r.

doio .
S5 g Aoy 0)loo o Ml plai (SlaSi aliedy «Sigogn 380 (Sl balg) SeudS ©lodl 53
ol sl 035 Jlgil (py conlin) SOiglgnl Cusgpto 5 Mallow slags)) dbrl (2Uly (3llae (ollaimolaid]
WSS o e 1y 0 S g )3 5 290 Gl Szl g 0hgd )3 el eaie VLI goim g oozl
st (sloadlie o amd o s LIS cquscnl 4y 0 Siz (bl 3l 020 3l amd 5 Stk gs Yo ¢ Jb ol
SLos 4 1A+ amd 3 oS oot SVL] it Jlellipn ol (pg (slacudly JolS' o 40 0B 03 (Sgeip i
ladose )3 gntiz g 3l gl b ojgyel g 0nd Joas g)bagle s Jlpd LA 5 € )b (LY giledly
o (sl Sl Six (o peml) (slasaly Jloe 3 Sl V- VY) liaslidl Sl azadl g 8 g gy )8 Gl
= PlpS (Ko g (n9 Gs)sld il (Sl laBl glrasse )3 o b ) )3 01l Cudgine ()
Attt 15, 50l Sigasn byl s Jod

Ol (B g oo VLI (Sl gleal g (Sgesn ol i dsl o6 )3 098 5 (slatlaie s )3
S5 IS el oand azlge (hydy pas b g osd 0008 Jile 4 (gl joboay (gans o5 ST g (sladlate
ol g o3l Jloe! o Lpal (Ul Slos 0 00 (Sbgn 5 (63t clitals S (slayl3 51 45 Cuaglio s
b1 JoB et (gt Sloj & it (S)03L (g e darlyd iz )3 sl 03,5 99y gl L) 395 gllan ol
agzlye 0550 ol 00l s 1) 295 42538 G el o S ol il 53 Abe gmimo (ige3 5
2 S35k il d el Jl 655 diged dagl 0jg) W ealed gl )3 el ol o) ol sl st 9 0 yal b 0]
ol Gl (slac)id (Subge g (s3hge slaUly Jlis

Sl cale 900 S i ol by Gl (aluld 5 (Sgeie porie > (£)Sl s sl )
gt ol fusl slily > (G dlie sl 2l ()8 )3 Jlelloy plls Y525 (385 w1d sl (des b5 S
ax Jolse ol g sl yrbg g s S iy PSS (5 pme )3 el (gein 188 A o b |y el oy
s iy 0 Sapel gos oS Ab o g0 ol 4y oy ol b (Ml Gooly S5 el ol SIS 2 (680
O3l 55 an el (il 5 0392 olpem 39290 wlas i (gl 598 cnl (2P LRI L arbogs 9 (i slatlle
S g |y bl sl b ol (S, s 4y IS 095 (6,5 LS Lial33l L b m oo 0l

o smls 8 sy 2)50 1) 0l Sgeie i 0y93 g Jalli pllss 1 ygese (Sl (slaad Lzl llis
s9bg Lo il 3o g 09 Jallow balg) (luiaddo il 281 3395 3)90 4 )9S (pl (Sgaia (St Sl e (e
An3 o B gy 390 (S b)) Koy 1y el Sl s 93 (ol Wgn o Culed)d g o

g H Ay ¥
g LabgSss lopls 1y 3 ST L o) o Site o503 1 S0 el Sgagn Jgb> dlis )3 (V1) oulSS (Gliae 5 (5 3m
3 St L Ghmgiy ol sloadly ezl g9y (oBlg)d 3l o Bapel Jsbl ol 5 Camlo 4y € iSitla
ol (dadiis @y BST pllas I 105 Cuows 4y gy pl Qs I S oy laiedds sl oB s

5 gt oo b9y 65 a0 b g STy ol 1o (5 0 pah dlio 5 (V1) pigind (b8 g olicssas]
S 138 o o3 S g Sy Ml Siigesn ol Vs 65t iy 4 B S0
Dy dalgd 5y g Jeirel GdeolisS (5 Wi plal S 4y S IS

Lol (Sigoim ol Suler (g0 & €903 308 5 oSl tosocio YLD lis 1o (Vo) )15 g (ool (gm0
laojos j3  ollai (y5p bads né) o LSO 0l a8 sad o lis laasdly S5laisld p oSG gcums ()8 pgd amd ,
Dgycee oy g3ladl (igo3 1503 (lellim Cusgpie 5 (Kimjd (ol



) N3l ez 5 S5icsont | 15 p07 Sigofh spgbisis i slosille ot it 6 Jp

So3p Js8l a3 e (L €Ssgein Sl laobisy ioni S 995 5l Gl GhymeS i )3 (V-70) 'l
a3l e g o gm0 1 Sl 553b o soladl Jgil g oallai ol U3 ol ) 8L 1 el
el oy 9 050l oo Sigotn Camniy Cundg (58 SIS Sl Shagly

ol 4Bl (G98 Gla i (Sih) sloady) Jbd & € Ggeip pas (goul B dlis > (VoY) TSl
o) a5 ol ol S e b oz 4 IS g o) gesn ()b Jl ol ) Sl laadly
9 S e dasgs pp (itno el (o] alloigoin pualy acsl 3, 5 sty (5)lSen g0 aST L Ao
S (o o5 |y (B & pl o

il (sl laio 51 S ol Sgagm Jgbl i gasm oy Mol Lalyy Slye (i ilil> dlis )5 (Y-YY) 733
lad gy dmd o s gulis il 03,8 pMel polivws VY @l 5l s Ko pol oot Jg8l awyp |y 295 CBan

DS o 5 3 58 1y bl y (lew ((Kin 3
oascio SYLILT &S 4oy Sy ool & €l Ggein (555555 5 Kapel Jsb asbipbly )3 (V- 1Y) T uiygn
LS i g LS pel i s opld 3 gus 215 Ao 5 Uity S b sl dnlgn 08 gl |

sl 01335 yuoleo Jallin pllas )3 LS o slsdinnj g 00 ] (50 o5 I

3 srSore 9 Loyl (Sgein Jodl yorbog g i slapadls plojen dumlio g a8 ) gl cnl ygly
o S by a5 1y Lsapel gaim S8l 00,5y ool a5y ol il (el oo Dol 08 453 40l
i Sglit a5 ggtie )Tl b (B o5 (65 JSS 4 & WS o (Bpme Yz (g oS g
D9 g e

S il gy Y

— 0S5 Laodls (6915, 5 09ad 33,5 o Cguine oy bey 3l g b cunle e I iagh oyl
0938l e Jold |y (oMbl jitns (sloolSily 5 (soms) Sl csale Vo dalS” (pgman (ilisee @lio 5 (s3Uul
b Solssl asl ede jliel b wlons | Sludy e Malgd ¢ bl b o gy9l,5 (slaodls ¢yl

0 s 2 i M we 2 F

5 el 5] s polie (VI L oo o Conls o by 3 iy o g e €08 05 4k
2 B3 a1 ol amd e 1)) (63,3 pamcin (655 ooyl ¢y SewMS g yhe By 485 L g (o) Silojles
1S o 3Ll 55 niy gl o o ol 5 )b sl oSt b Ll 0, o )3 el el B>
Jod8l o (6)Szol il Jlojoygn 4y aS o)ly 1,8 € yud ad o ponae ki oyl gilS" ,> (Doran, 2003: 14)
SO $Ub s o ol 3 $595 55, (Doran & Parson, 1980: 947) 5 ls o)lil y5uiS S (sla oUlg
3y90 oLl g oaial cial 0)Lu0 1y (] oty Slyguas g Cunl (5S” (f (2 )5 Gl slaispS e 9 lasMe
AL s L JLolS5 )08 sz a5 e late oyl 51 (DOTAN, 20121 75) 5jks oo 15T Ml deo e > L
dnog Ol ) el o (Glojen 9 1S (o (S g )38 o8l g 39m0 S 2 by )b 1) el
Doran, ) 43 o a3l Holleys plbas ylisbow (555553 51 (stly) w2 9 (b pas 3 oy (ol (ol
(1991: 19

1. Bello

2. Sachs

3. Ashraf
4. Huygens



1Fed o) 6ylos 3 890 Mol s wliww Sl colellao rY

Colginme &5 Wb oo sl Sl balue )05 (lgisa (g (Sl daio 2 )3 (93 )95 ooyl bl
45 ool dlo po 5 sl s BByl s yo oz 5> 218 ) 0,5 o0 oiee 1y llalloy ol Lo 5 b
cslaylis L slogl (Ul a8 395 0 ol babue 505k Glgiedr (9> cund (Mllipn Sy S S bbb Glojen
Coabgo (ol St A o poladl 35 4 1) b Sgein ol il 4 g Canlo 1) ol plad 3y
oLe b lalue €38 g 0ud oS Jlalliys pllas )3 o S5 ] 3 45 amd 0 L3 1) 42 pgd sy 4y 39)9 ¢
9094b Ly (ol 3035 o0 Cugpio Yol (dm pgw Al je 3y Gl 0)93 (nl Sl 90 e d2lge (g
5 08 ol Blie G BB 5 4Bl S (y9e3e )8 gy (sl Lo (ol a3 e S5k Cuss
4 )pbg Sla 8 olag A ye cpl 3 dmd e Bgw (18 (B G eyl Al pe 4]y 42 onrbg (LS
2L ey Sge b ) plsiea g j1a)5e in b S Calag)d g odums) oy bl 0,05 L (gl b
(Ivie, 2016: 5-6) 155 s

5 03yinS SlaSi g8y e ppd 4l (o )08 Joil g 0y o8 el ] ks ol S slalesl 51 S,
Loses )d8 dd > 4y jas w5 opl 0 (Tessman & Chan, 2004: 131) cul S5 (whie jd (ollas sla Sl o
S5 o)l B85 iy Sk @5l 0wl Sgesa S Joil g Molloy ao e (slaobigy S el bs )l
wl ol e e ) Spp el jp Sl 5 Malloys Sl doytS (2B Canls 2 Sl ool 55T
ol ol 13 025501555 (SlagSl il 5 Beakal sl 2 2i03)38 (3l 055 Sat 5 ()b Cumle Jedoay
g j) ymolae Holloy plla5 (obgy oyt 9 1S (g 3 SUo sloady S sl 49y Gren S 5lo e oal)8
By G ©ygocnds plgie ) (gl (sosrde Jio Cusl oad Sl (gl

Oge3e Sy gladd o

1 pol (cigotar (yhslusyd Il
4 s Jolgs ) 4 1948y Jolye )

solasil s il - ollaias oSl -

P | S PO P E L,L:-;-NI ol ey -
5_59]95_\_;” J&QJ Py QJ._\E A ..___.aI.L;u‘ ‘_',|‘§J.| ‘_ng‘_;J.gL:_:i -

wiloculyy g osjlogleal Jgil -

\_ J
I T'“ |

gl plai 4y 38

(OB dus5) (idgi (osrde Jio ) S

Sl Spp s> 2 0
VA Jlw 5 4T b (Sadio g ol Sle o )3 S50 (S8 ey JIg5 oo lis Sl )08 452
e pU () Jgio) Doponds ©)8 42 oyl e slis T Jiea,



rv N3l ez 5 S5icsont | 15 p07 Sigofh spgbisis i slosille ot it 6 Jp

(Modelski, 1987: 64-88) 03,55 oSt cBIaybilS g 9032 (51 y9uiS .Y Jouia

S5 el Lty Lk » e J%y Osese sl )is

Sapd Sl il B il Lol 389l slaclbgly

a9y 9 2l 65 jl ol b e Slea (gein )18 gl plgiear 5 ((WFAFADIY) Sl (Fgeim 0)93 )
Jlw 5 LolS g5 6Sly ooy din ay ol )> yoao bl 25,8 bl Lol g s 3 S5 pal )3 omaawg (695 ol LS|
ol Jo-81 an calgyd aile 5 eSSl o) Lol 9,8 wal)d i ugildl 1 )58 cl (Sgeg syl (glz ]y dige; AFAA
.(Stoynov, 2018: 60) 1i yoxie
ymas by Jlo sladles slogl g (VF) (B in (SheS Luamaoli b il :(0OVA-VS Q) sl Sgam 093 Y
|y il Slas odsi gladsl ol O panios 5 by bl aylos (IVie, 20167 12) 5,8 521, 33 oMb
DFF VY (YsS) w5 o lsg cmge dudlyp slaylid o Lok b ()b slocSin colgys Lol ol it
Lot Ggogn SHLET(WWIY) € gl asnleo 5 (VPA) dtomsSis MBI (VAT ik Sgesn Jgl 0y90 ¥
355 3ol 1y 395 g i ) 8o Sl 3 gl 3 15 e Lo olyy> 0,08 | 18 ) 33
A1 bl e ol s alasyd duadlyp B o 1S5 0] Mzl clacSis Ll (Modelski, 1987: 84)
Jolie 3 a8l s s Lol aliie (sla Shg b pgd 093 155 5l yoeds 9 (WAY=YANY) Wik s Sgesm pgd 0,93 ¥
Lol (Sgoje d ghad joboas pod (Sl S 53 (Ui ) ol cpl i ol Slor i 392 oo by 63,
(V55 YWY (2Y55) 355 3 bl g5t (o3 08 ol oaio VL s sl Iy oy 5305 ol
90T (F9038 S 4 4105 .7
o el a5 D and (o a5 5l So i Ve 3 ady) Sl dme [ sdotie YL (Jgesa
oanlito 1B ez (595 Ko olsiots 158 ol 3 | Bl (o (bl e w53 Slaer Sin
ol 2 sl y i o5 bt s Slacsslgel S5 5 Jol Sl iz (Zhao, 2004: 82) 5
ol b (Pessina, 2023: 40) 5,5 walys U558 5 5985 (el o3l olsiss Sgegn 5 oaialsh odlisel g 1y el ousy i
Sl 3 i Sl o ol 5 ol s pivreed 331 S8 e s ol g3 o> S o Jl>
5 5121) S8 s Lo 081 Sy iy |y 25 Sy oSl cgibieia (5o b b SIS ssoxto YY)
(YA DYAY Ll

ap yoie Sy opl g 4SS e Gle plai o e )3 b 28 kel Lais (gl oS 8L 1S5 0l (S (]
YU ¢ gsoin opl Cus gly (Sapolsky, 2017: 184-185) wis jouiS cpl (gymy b (Mollip s pllas S sl
)l 53 0)laen (ilelad] &S WS sboul |y yead (pl 0,8 W g calyy (0yly (SWHI05L cuslw (slynl 4 oazcie
Syl (59w daS Ay VIV IV sls (gheomo 5 03giw) 3,5 0 Cygo (ol o oadaid p iy selsd 5 b jlowia
@l 3 lyiedn $ab sl ool () o5 oS S Mallow Ggato 5 Slaa S able lelli slasles
) olion o Caumbdso 3, S L (Fayyaz & Malik, 2020: 78) 15,8 Jas Jsoia cpl polss g Laas (oly
g2 abloig pg) Syl oloj 31 &S 0590 lao )] 4 sdocte VLI (4],

> sl o L) (ol {395 by y3eSe5 ) 5850 o s S0 (ol (allsl 4 ) (ool 55
JSts ) o] g5liadl Ggen slaasly (Slor 033 5) gty Yo abals 5 (6yk5 (65 csam )5S Vo ) iy
5 <SS 505 I sl s Sad Slaslorin 1 (e ol Sl b S0 e 5 oo &0 (Walt, 2018: 18) ol
ot 325 bged 2l (5328 1y 055 Sl Sgoim 53,5 (Byme o]l 5 o) o el lsiear | 28 ol ol
sy o Ui 1) VAFD 55 sdoxie YL el BB+ Jlo 5l Slea (slacsjué i



1Fed o) 6ylos 3 890 Mol s wliww Sl colellao ve

. !
1500 1575 1650 1ms 1800 1875 1950

A Oftoman Empire D Britam G Russia/Soviet Union ] Japan
B Hapsburg Empire E Sweden H Prussia/Germany K China
C France F Netherlands 1 United States

(Doran, 2000: 335) i 13 (Sl (SR a3 ol 5 puniS pasnnolisd Y l3g00

9507 (903 ST,1030 9 55 3 hadl (o SRS Y

2 b el (1l g Sl b ol (glacydgiome «golaidl (slacins dloxjl &0l gota Jsbl it Jolse
S8 Ay as b i 393 slhe (S5)bjb g dabe bis )3 1550l SUlgr ol 3 o lis &S Slas diso
iS5 oy g BT 9590 el Sl (5l 55

SOLaB! i Jod1 NV
Galb & ) el 35250 o 15 -5 JLisay 45 8 il €l fiingiod (58 | 5 00l o el 5550
el el s 4 o] s ol WIS S (Y jlages) o (obaiBl S ok Ay i [(BOSWiNKel, 2020: 7
OB ol S Lads LS 3 Ses ()l S 2] ol dtoguend; Jelse | slasgorme Jgae
Dgiise dla s ojo> 53 b g 6,503l Olisdn S (il Cusbge Cuts g Mlallim (M Sl S ake
YW o 5l olas )los )8 p 585 4 s bad Vo8 Jlo 1Y clplo o (8,5 i dile obesjgliws
F5 3o 582> WA ot 1 (S 65 S5 5l ggite (SlaSid b o S 0283y (93 olle canS
s e Sl g8

s > xS )b el dlgidy o P oll |y e (oobaiBl 43 cpl o Sigh Sl (6ol bl (o
aoliy Dgid o oy S M (60 ply dolipy S sliwly o (oobaidl bols pl Al e oakie VLI (g by S
s s B Sy i e 00 Jlob e i 8 45508 ol o sl S (o5 € (5k5
3 opSily Sl U oids el Bg, opl (Gerwin, 2018: 4) aad o i |y Jloloy pllss > oS Sg05m
o> oS5 5 Ll (Leybold, 2024: 3) xS ST (S0 (sgw ) oo VLI gty codi tadS5 Sl wlhas puid o
5 e dllyd o oLbs) cal 5Kiily 395 (00,snly lalizdl o S aslacSy slacasls 1 Kyl s Jsbl Lol 4
(OY DFY oI5 gsesl

158 ol ] (25,8 3,505y d80,0] R L 13l Sy (sl yenly B o 3 Kyl chins o531 ¢
a2l 265 Sy ofgen S5l AT 5y ()Ll b og)S ol el st lints (l JSUI 5y lia g0l Sgaen ol
(Keane, 2025: 4) wlad )3 00330 |y 6yl ymel 4 cp> b o 99

Scott & Sam, 2016) K 5ol b dmglio 13 s 31 LAIBL sgi woss .Y ldg0
» PO P oY ) 13909



Ya N3l ez 5 S5icsont | 15 p07 Sigofh spgbisis i slosille ot it 6 Jp

ol gl GBI Y-V
SLsS 650 Dy 2 3l S a9l 5 Qlindlidl (gl a8 dcus LS pol ollaim sl Slo il gy
S Cali (gly olad gy p 4SS Bpo oS Kilodly Ui alusy (b i )9Syl Cot G518 glacydgie
Foo¥ Jlw » Gle 4o ales (Hudson, 2025) couwl Cusgpie § aobus (opd Sojls (Bly JSoin g Cams S
Ll (g S ey & ) 5T 92 ol S 4 85 (S0 i > Kapel I 5 650k diged
Sl IS o> el ol Mol Ay il 5 gl (5508 (e 5 (gogB SOBISS s 4y oSy
Aisiine 5 bl (e b e o Cug o dilogs (IS 4y cgesn Cumbge Cagl (sl (gl s
(Deknatel, 2023) 5555 o0 polus! o 92 o slasoly 5 39) Sl G st YL ¢l lye i

sy 98 )5 ) Ky pel g J5dl (i adlge 3] s () 3 igas (> 9 b (g9 5 (adlid
LS pel oy s a8’ (golis )yt bl 4 VoV Jlo )3 adloyy (29,5 L ol gilojly (i (sladizjo g (ollas
U9 o9 gy ol s il (ol o a5 (wtine 4 3B (ol (sl U Lo b ooy @elgx il
S5 ity Sl S8 s oS il Jl5 3 b g op Sl pj )y (iyel Slies Saeflyy o 3 (pSly
(Kissinger, 2021) wi sloy) 5 whds comy g doul wile @b ludgd  sudicais (pl ol gl

4 lste g odstio YL cuwgy pales plp 50 bl K31 |y cglite i 51 S0 odgaoe (ol S'sl ol
ol Lol gy 350 a5 &S (g3l suds Juwgio Silodud (slaylid g (odbaiBl (gl ny yo6 cumiiiamo e oollss (slacSeS
i i (S25)03k Clow Jlosl @ 35 9 29 wadine Bl 3y Hlgi i i (538 L darlge )3 (ig030 31>
olxie lae p luebl pas Dol cel & Cunds (pl 1> dugy (YL Cuwd 5 TV CawsST IO o KV s .l
Db ol ly dm ol ) el Sgesa ialey (6,503 loj o il i (Gurbanov, 2025) 1 4l

B (socgdgizme Ly (ollaim b 059 )3 Kol (g & conl o Sy (gt Y a8 dus asgoone
iy go bt (S 48) plp > blisl g Cusgpuiio sl ol O3 & (ol (Gjgpm s 3 (BB Camg g,
oy Jloll o ol 00i] e oS Cunl zmly (Il g Cund Suil a5 b dg3 00l oo &y 28 500 xKiily &5
ol a8l g Sy S0l BB 5 il )l o

23999l 39 Aurd g p 3 Cusg pio ol o Y'Y

e L 655 e s 51 Gt gpal 092 005 Ly iy ol 5 csliS900 lyd oS (g dus 2 45T 50l 5 38
3y 3l Ao £V odotio YU B 0 > oS dad o i (Y oges) (gloodl ¢l S'g0d doye 13 Cuwg gy Cusgpine
P A e L 5 ¥ ge il 0o Y L ol (s 9 9505 ol W yeuiS  wl S'g03 3,Shas 0956 31 5 el
o8 > Cundy ool ) (sl Sl o Lol l 0352 1ny928 ol 3 (sl g A S S0l (ol S0 5 o
Joo 2 o s il G155l 8 ol g s o el 15 08 35 i ol
ool 5 loias 15 pel 51 Sl Casto STyal a8 a3 o s Woodls dige ol > 4 Jodl Jld 1Sy b duaslio 3 Lowsy YYD
2 LSyl il a5 e oy S (65 0 5 il 3 gl (0 foge) ol e 3 5 ] o 45 L
ol 4By (il g oty 2y o o 4 o oy (555 Sloj O (Sujgginl 985 g Cusgpie) Sl

1o

S T <

R .
oo ¥ 85883 EFE
©
2

‘o8z 985 CE92 193 2000 3UCZ 2008 2012 2C°F  202C

(Jones, 2025) sascio YL owl S'903 3y5as 51 B K yol Culdy oliue V' 413905



1Fed o1 6 yloss 1 6,50 Mol ol Sl colelllao

Y5

ol S0 WiS e 558 - e sy s gslean 5 - o Sl ST
S 59342 ‘5|y. REL-ES »595“ )5.,3; dasvia Ll
e bt YUl 33 sl yS30s 42288 0 &5 LIS 4o

Bl 593 sy )9S plu sly 293 563

Gl 03540 sglanl 33t gla Jls 13 ol 05y 295 595 WS
Conl 03845 58342 sl 03848 sl gl s 555 Soa

34 ;.Silo

(Fetterolf, 2024) o8 ol (ol S'903 (5951 51 (59 ym 2,k yd (i slai . l5g05

—)S  —Ching  —Ry —

(Iselin, 2025) Ll a5l g dmwgy o S pol 05 38 31 o ST)31.0 13905

S E ) YTD Jlo o sl il J5i 4 g5 S8ly s it o 3 9o ool 35 e ol 20

5 98T (300 V) SHleils g (deo ) BY) Siguw (o> 05) ol (o OF) Wil 230 5| o 3l Lyt 457 3 L5 g
bl ogildl gguwi 3 o ol g Canl Syo Sl )3 Sl Modloge o Cisdis )3 35 odotie VL] 4y s gglladl
Sy Ml olss ey lgisas 10 50l ppguai vl b 3l colSs & sumsg (Goddard et al, 2025) sws Sgu

W Favourable | Don'tknow [l Unfavourable
Spain 43
Italy 42
Britain a3
France I3
Germany [EH4
Sweden

Denmark il

(Britton, 2025) s el 8,5 Liba,l i & loges

lgied 056 Kis )3 pakitane IS 3L 005 3)lg pin 398> 095 0 050l oy Cucgpiio d s oy i U5 Lol

Gt sloglosls g ol (slooles 03,28 Shlisl cago o Sludl (slosoly J| (Saoier 9 55 ol I (S
Iy LSS pol (M) dgarg st ¢ s g 5lads oloo ,31 ( SEg> ol (Human Rights Watch, 2025) el osis (g i

Gl 03,8 ol (gda slodd 5 3 o (o) lotie eges (I sy e > aSL 00 )8 s

7 &S € ot 43D & K05 sdotie VL] o Cusgpie 45 Amd o ol Vb 055 g (bl Malgd den WS

LSyl (gt Cts S5l Gloj o Jped olai g (iS993 ys2 (B3] D9 o0 iyl autBlio g oy 3l (5 50
sl 03,8 bt pdibiolint Gyepe 41y gl s s 9 (silojl 5 WlaB S B Sl gl 5 (58T g,



Yy N3l ez 5 S5icsont | 15 p07 Sigofh spgbisis i slosille ot it 6 Jp

0903 T8 3l g 5 5 Ardi wu s li A
Jolos 3l (dlacgommo (pusls yuac ;D aSly g ol Dgiote didS i i sl ills & i sasie YL Jseia Jsdl
2 48 a8 iy 41y o] sodn o 5t 9 plyied €SI Call® 5 €3lle 5,0 (S 5 oy

olliad (315% 3 yleo 40 Slib A—A
ol ollaia i Jgdacis S5 b dgnlge 13 458 ol Slgb dSsyel (S l55k Jgdl (elay yadlis oy pete j (S
S oo g eloinl oSk ol oS oSy Jl 55 9 (g LRl Bpo & 9 Mlcdgd & &5 plmog S
F b ]le (b oS Ol Sl ol baises cp 50k Ol dliloje g 0je 3 oles e Sla o )12y
e ;5050 S abeSs 4 Kl i b Sg aaiSs il 4 ]y iiliodie o K pel Cous )18 (oal S wlatdlgs
2 o S 4 05,5 il peime ©Mon S5 w2 g2 | (Slos Yoo 50 Lol o5l s sl L S5 e
09)5 S o sy K;)xj 03y collas llas d.\ni)lﬂj 4l 0>)S" Jisee |, L;loﬂu» Oyl b kidd &y by
sl S U sastio YL obyd (ops 0 )b VA 5 L b Jom oYY Jlo )3 b ol adlo IS8T 1) dgvans
g 03]y gy awilys LS pel (o) g oled (s &S cul ol cusly (Shahbazov, 2025) 13" ales ()b
Sl (g BB ool (D Casgydo o gl Coles 4SS L &S Sluaes D50 ple Sy b o )il

O Jlid il 3 e glaiboy SIS g cundd ;)] acSKibgo ¢ dnojp; (sodSuis 3l ookl b ywles 5 036 40
By o 45 jls o diwsp Iy pol oyl a5l (RODENDECK, 2025) )5 j9uin 03 )3 joits prbuse (ggoSin Yov v v dgis
g ddlaio oo S8l & |y dals ply )3 Canglie pguat a5 gyt ol (gilwcalyy )8 aSl  olos ollss oUlgs
oS Gills 4 g Claculy) Sia» o wles (giopm 3l (Sp & (oA sl 035 Jdte Jles K8l 5l isy
(Leibovitz, 2025) 1565 o s 09,5 oyl (gm0 3 1Koyl Sgesm

LS pol 031y o505 g S5,)155b sl So5e0g5m) o851 5 eloin] colos o ollss a5 Gadli bl 30 ol po
3 Jl e Jlos (clajyo p3 o] ces jlpei il M @ )3 1S pal Canls S Caunsi |y 398 S &
2055 ol SMes b yiuS o (Shane, 2024) il pl (saw 5l b 550 b 005 palgn 3 (6w ads cpd ] gla Jlo
Ol (alaias (35050 Sl )3 (iga3a Sob SIgb Jl (65503 (93900 HVF (ko) Sz (b ) ol
s Cly 100 g 3l g Al ol die Cotel 4 sa ey Sl sl 035 08 456 (el Ty o)l Lanlyd o6
S oo S5y S8 gy e el 5 sl slody o Cosl B (gpand Kyl Sy amd e (i &S

i ato @3 48 LSl pl 3 Kapel (Si)bil 5 o 45 dmd e L gy Wadigel oS
SrSone 9 (2B ol (eloinl Cusgptio 4 1L (S5l cnl cund ()13l cind Jlod S (0 Joo clam g
L OT Jo oo g bl 4y B 500 a0t a8 oS Wilod S 3l el ol ¢y liiel a SSTT
T (551030 (ol sl Y —A
48 39 gl (208 ol Ao 4B )9S ol (gt ol st e laamd (gl o el a5k
S 3l ey g g2 ol 2051y ol (claoll 5 blis & it alen 2 Jlolline pllas 50 5505k
Lol 35 045 ol € plobadns uadlg? lgicay loa el lodl o asly 8y o lioxie ) 0 S pgd Sl
S gt )8 |l s ool g Cunl ald cawd I 1y 295 Bl 3,855 K00 (Sl cpl &8 oy Lyl e s Y g0
(Eaglen & Walker, 2024) cul oai Jss 03guwd claasl 9 JB& (cla3bl Lol o clagl b )les 2 5 50l

G ol il (as Ll ol ) gy (o0l YYD g5y Hlad ) ,\i,\:ﬂ ol & ) (ool 5 (Sibige dla



1Fed o) 6ylos 3 890 Mol s wliww Sl colellao rA

SLeT b ) adlaio yudps > M3 g ooio VLI ol (glacillos & dcgios (S50 wunl pollas Sluml S 51 i
Olsisds )b zls )3 saoxie WYL olls sl Sod Cul Sen &S Jd o i 0L cpl & ! dlas 545 0
Slades opin bl &8 Canl (] Cobly «lali b s oo ) yaicd o (Tagari, 2025) wguis ah degion 3blo
20l ) 2lsy ol gy el (S5,103 Canld s (slie 2 395 I pal (ollss g STye cp ke 1 S b
5 Sy B oLt 5 (Scbyge oo i laly o ISl 105 Blie 1 S Vlpe oSl 4 (g Mo el >
ados VA 5l i YYF B Y-YY ela Jlo oo 05 5ghob b pwiomeds ol adlo K31 1) 1S 50l (clog p (6 pdoiasms]
(R0QQI0, 2025) cawl o0 plsl )] g 4 yom ¢(3lye > Caaglio (claog)S (somw j 2yl (lig s 4

1y 2L pel Lty 9 i 4 b S5 (o Sloj 457 Canl ol 0a]38 <yl odimd Lis laslis oyl
a5 e o 2lBg al S po g led sl (gq) Uiyl aide linigs 4 (Sbio b o8] bl izl o oS35
Lo bl sl 31 S5 o Mmoo 52 )0k o ool s (St Al (55 4 By 00 (S5
Sl ol g 39 o Jitie Sle g st (clac )38 plo & ) ply b5y 4150 150l Sl gblio 4 (55 S
48 Al o Lt g WS 0 Sl Sgeim ol 13 (5 SIS G (s Bllae o5 oS 4 3B 105 (900
i i Jo ol slnaly (55165 ol S oo oS il bl S, & Kyl €l Sl
Cwl 8 51,8
Ol B ygld iy 39 sl U6 .Y—A
Sl Sl (3,20L558 (slacSige 9 SarsS (sladkiag 0529%) o)l slosygld polae o)liel saSia >
Sloel s (5352 ot 4bIS (Slnand 1 &S 1 ol o ] 3 S g9y (g Gy L]y S5 (sl B (S jbik
Wges Amd oo yLits ael ST 350 Lol osbus gl )l pal ol )3 jgpel ecadls 4SS 8 odmy (gladilobs g o ),S
J5 3 2o YAXY0 a5y 0 ks FPV (clasly o o)l ple 255 esmliio cplySol S 5 (lgiee |y Jos ol sk
AJg YU 5l 0 g Swlanje b as” Sladkes (Kosoy, 2025) wlals LSl 1y wloo S5 )lg duwgy lsupzs oS Slals
s S8 3ol oy paio b 51 (Lo 1Y) yiogh ¥+ b iblio ] s (s imir 5 38 U o
[(Arhirova, 2025) wlesl> yiul53l 1) Slusl il ga 55 BB e 4 5 Sled S

5 i) Ssies s 5o b ylse (claailels 5 LacSal )3 IS (sl S aley s 48w o Bl Candy
S Sl S & o 4l (oligg M 25 igls a3 ool o 1y 395 ey (55 il
o) il SoSiign 5 ook ol 03,5 ST 1y (gsol S (ol 5 )05 3 @y 50 53 (Aol cslogh >
948 Jose |y Slae @)los Gl b e Slatuily wasdie SVLI (0l (5988 0358 j9i> 3929 b 0g)S
Caleip L ad el ool 4y g oo 5 S Gl (nem ilod Jreod it g (iS3ly (S (slodizo
G3lg5 oy |y oaoxie WYL &wlonu s 1550 oS W51 dnles Lads o o (ceiga? a5 1S p0l jonen pudy Lded BOMS o
(Atanesyan, 2025) xS jblg 69,5 pl b

2 LSyl slmelfol ade ol (soligg @ Me> iy W S 5l gt 5 53 (sl 3 i e 4
5 0923 So 3l oadlinl a8 (e ) sisas Sl il L5 ale o | jage g kb g 90 5 3l
Ol aselsl s gl (ygee Soilal e (B & Al o ()l (sl yolid 4 oy LSy ol & sl
Lol Kol plos dy oyl 03558 EMos X Y5 43308 YA )3 o)l a0 bl ol § 16 0] uians pgd o2rlag 51 yu 39
aidy i (claailolu (caal ST ;505 )L oaxie  Sige zlgel g conles (slodlay 5l ool b il puol ¢ 156 o (clatlaio
oo il podgn |y @08 adlge ol Jlis 3 o5

5 Ly 3L il (bl clawlols F18 o F16 F35 alasjl s claoriSin oy jath iy 48,5 8



¥4 N3l ez 5 S5icsont | 15 p07 Sigofh spgbisis i slosille ot it 6 Jp

) g LSyl (bl (slanSige 8D s 4y a1 (gloms led] g ol (sm 51 pSim2g5 i (sl
ol ol i gBloty 32 Slg S 13 08 ey ol Lol ollss 305 Can g S S sl 5§ Sl
osoil y5e0 b gl 4 log sl el J osely S s 5 ) slacsgkd cul B 5> Sl 5 1l Jlao o
Sl dta y ool Jolomo 15 1y S g e s

Lol caitly 4805 ey 56 5 3955 o5 L b iy (gl siiadlss o BlE5 ol )3 e o s I o 2] s
Olgs Lol sl a1y (a2 5oy o ls i) gois)gld (g 519 5501y (0,8 ek 9 S8 ol ol
o) (ly Sy Y 09 ) 5, 1y plaliod (sl )Lt pyl 4 s g lio Bl (sloain 5 2 53 (3 4o
A Sy g o i 5 (5 e g 438, iy ol 52813 L By g0 sl )S g0l (laSin 5 A o g
gt 3l 115 Bl ol 025 s 2Vl 32 5 il 5 55m 0l e e b el

ety 3 it Jsi1.F-A
SlacSis IS )3 4 3505 45T 55,8 5l ClaKin don ol lgicdy € 5l Kind 55 Yo¥Y Jlo 555 0 gib
Gl (Ul Slin ol J00 S s 9 ySoe 4ot J aS Kl pdid dmy 2l 9 (gl ¢ 2l ¢ olop ¢ dno)
Gl 1 lalie (slize 3o g «alinne i yo» 3 Uy « K> g9 ol 55k 092 5 (S (NATO Review, 2021)
Sgoir O o il 93 45 Sl lne (pl b (soges IS8 g acdgs (35" olyen (gl «silugloal ) U5 g Sl
S i S (e oo 052 e il S 3 (sloccalyy 5l i ) > oy S5 1 5]
slagse gl J5 5 Kl gl 5 (sl Cplon 3929 L Lo 00 20 (e g allate o dlae ool ((ygm
OS5 S a8 diwey |y € Jadl ply )3 Coglior Sl s 2l Kool 5 )l 3 e sl g oSl
5 (Al Jazeera, 2025) 155)5 <S> 03¢ o d (S 00 ) L o) )3 4 0ol (iinsls (dly ol gy
5 slan] (Laolol 9,0 3 (> somwy Clgy a5 3y L b)) 5 1 pel yuine (clmolSiils 1  ogoeitily (lay i
Gl 04 dalge (s il b geie s liocie

O&iily M i et (Y dg0d) Miis Baee 3L (glo oM dgg b gy g0 aSiiy Vv e & oyl cas alpls
e & SIS 4 i quwgale (20 4 33 (pl gl 4 Al |y sy adle 14D 055 9 oIS gloa sl (4
LSS pal dtos OB WL oedas 1 o> (A loges) ol sl Jlais gls 3] cla Jlo , dugy (65 <l
e Olyisd din Jbe plyicd & gyobods 13l asldl gSus I G5l 4 B (S gz 3 Aol Sl gyl
Mukherjee & ) sl s algs aolsl duwg, 5l cads 1y 3 4 odotia VL) JUid v e 5,5 pMel 1S, 40l lisio o 55,5 )
(Verma, 2025

Iran's Oil Export (Barrel per Day)

1,901,067 1,936,447 1,921,783
1,748,641

Mar-25 Apr-25

Crude, Condensate, Fuel Oil

(Ghasseminejad, 2025) 35, ,3 o)l ! <5 S p3lo ylsme Y 3905

93 SOy ol 0nd Sl (clacSige ¢ badkay po Jilie 53 cdlaio ) o] lisxio 5 (S g 100l oloolKol 48 cuol o 5 S b 3,155 )
1038 Sl il Sdge S yol sl )l Jlo o g5 31 e o)



1Fed o1 6 yloss 1 6,50 Mol ol Sl colelllao f-

1250

1000 gy W .I.-.
- o bl —— -y

2022 2023 2024 2025

W= (09 2) 56 W) es
. Al i glaoaglys . e
(Katinas et al., 2025) auwg, 1 3o Xigy A 3505

i ol e 55 s aSL e cind o & Kpel (s, g csjloplen] sl cggesmars
g Lacaly) =SS L g8t s IS5 ol |y Sl )87 j90d 392 138 (59) &5 (g il cal o scand Jlalline
FS0n Glae ol osis] s 3 1) (olai] (glauir 9 iy (Slacs ;B jopls & zuly gy ogloz] CunnS

Sgumo O30 4 £ 3Lod (9038 3 sl (b3 A
0=l S5k g 65 el B A9y &S w3 e (L5 odotie VLI (Sgej pln y3 yrbg g (i sl tle (gw)
Oleied Coblil (ably ol Jlodl oy pllas > (g)ldlo g Gros (565,50 3 glailis asly (5045 Cans S &) jgulS
Coml 00 Corgo it )laiel Cligs Horls g oy Cusgpiio o ¢ ol awlow (sacudgioe ((oolaidl slacars
Slojed cpl WS ilate  Sabigii (gl jaliwd b 1) dg5 (g S ababu (gladls jo idlS ilen Kilgs 505 sdoxie WYL &8
o9 by by e By o & gein o S5l 85 ol 85 s )08 252 85 g5 3 i |y ol
4 el Sl gl ylue 4 29y 00 b & 3 alalus sl g3l il 3 o Il 5 gy Ll il &S,
S L a8 ()b ) (86 SengigS1g Gl st sl dlge ool Ale Jlog b (lejen 5oy oot &DYU
L & gy Sethsis Gl opod il e 055550 asiar ) Sl )8 aijlse lgld slacd iy 5 oolaidl 5
Sl 03, S e |y 93U 9 1 pol s )08 (glacudgise ¢ sl (slras,e d Jos Kol g ollas ya8 5l (6,50 00
st S5k g (ol (5 9 Sl b (gdand 5 dladdate (3L & ol ooliel Soplilgs Gl poe
5 Loyl (gjluscalyy sl JB o o8 g 9 S59ginlss Gl o lag bl el o g 02 (e 4]y 050
Ol sl 48l 3908 (S (> g Slae (oges JLSE STl g 5908 ul ol sl b3l e 19389y S

g Oy BB o pol (2l Cuslis pgusjo sl 3l b o5 Wlodygl by (6)lis b (B 0aiSion)d (sla il
oaio YLl a8l o )9S ol )08 (JRST (s3lyg )3 (slinoty Kol gesn Jobl a5 ol ol (guels” 45
Jo ol )55 o3l Ul g iy (slagygld o Jlo sloojes > (P B slacud b 5l loxen
Ol €053 0 Lol Lol aune )08 CunBgo 4y €8 5Lodly (ya05a oSl I oS cpl HIIS siad L SgS” (slaig,
Al oo Sl S gted pdal p (iSly lasl Sl g S o wal B j0ebog sl (e yole (Sl (g
s b 5 48 5, S Sals 13U, ol YL o dao y5ligs o (it (Sl il a5 k] Il o
g bl 080 SO plasedn o 2 48 aBiin ol Gapdy i 9] 59y ISy (g 255
9 Sye shiibie S50 e lpl 9 455 i did (pmen i (sl )5 IS8T Sl ik lgiea
baibes coxdy ol i winlss e (Il 5 e (Sl pliS 0aS Jke Lelse lgicas (s (slaog)S
A8l e 3 oo o a3 By 03 00138 1l € igesad canle 33 3555 a8 w8 lge it Sl
L bl a8 )3 )13 o)l o] ailiwl )3 sdsiie VL] 505 olo 4 9 00 @595 90595 (sodlaidl g lacdgs o

L» ‘)_:ld._;.lspl_e(:).))g_mfu)‘wwy dl);lg:)nl )gaw‘?))p_c)é:dl,\ulw)l.?u.‘o u‘)}]ﬂ»&g La.a; > ) dy90 L)"‘ d.u.” A
b dzlge o laocie 1 g )ban (hie gy



P N3l ez 5 S5icsont | 15 p07 Sigofh spgbisis i slosille ot it 6 Jp

oSl s ol L L s S s aibais slag)lSon Cuow 4 355 (slad puly Ciy i3l g i Cusbly ! (5l
4 )l > «gaia | (jCusgplo 0)9 (w95 dbl dladbia LIy Cusgpde Giale)d Sg) ke
Slas 08 4 s 1305 lids po el aSl (o 508 bl &5 1 40l Sgeia g3l Glate cpl 5 led o |y )08
o= e dales 9oy & ezl O‘?g 3 39450 g u‘"’)‘e‘d‘“’ 9 (&3S oo Sl 2S5 ‘L'j uLol dastie 45 Cul
9 Sae y 5 8 Lad ad (A jhgod) €yl 8 ad o & by yo cole 0 € LS b Wile Sliise glaaidl |) (5,8
JAS g Cunl Slon )8 ijlae 1 0ai]38 € gylid b ol pae» (6,8 S | (Sl zadgds a5 guig;y wilod S o i

ol a3l pibolanl ) b el 4

50.00

4500

40.00

35.00

30.00
q.i —+—China
Zxm 888865655008 o |-e-usa
@ —e—Japan
#

10.00

5.00

0.00 4 T T T T T T
1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

(Kissane, 2005: 118) ¥+ ¥+ U cyl5 5 (o K pol €308 S iio A 13905

L
Sloimn Jgmame 4l s )35 g (3 0SS 1015 6 150l Sgota J5bl 4 o U5 g ol slaaitly
o lp 3 bl g5 Al (e aw > sl el pllas )3 [5G (ngh elos ol 9 (st slagille
bl (Sl o a5 (sl S 903 09> )3 5 Canlle i g (al Sl g ldlidl (3l 53 (ol ol b ST
IRl St 30 JFU 0 sy dn 53 sl 03,5 Sgane (3 b |y Siigen Cusgpio wgiil (ol 1501
3 gy g asibocalyy g Sl 5 i) slas gl 3l 26 hited onl (SW)lsl (b S ¢ Hgoad
45 pys A yo & 3905 l5iee |y Ny 99 ol Sl S (A g3l (Sloj & WS o s ) (5508 (S i
Sy Sl Lol oS Jlollo aieo )3 bt SIS05L joeb el il cpl & linogps 87 (5 e 508
o3n phalwyd b il ool (ke 4l 003 yebgs (0L 5 )8 ul @Blie ( JB 5 (G990 8
Sl Ggeip (lizmen 425 ouotie SV ATl a0 dinlgs g 1y (93 4015 e dlyo 2 399 S5 el
ol 031> Bgw €390 Lol 5y 5)18% 4 Klaline 90500 olSols 511 o day ills ol abad oo Lol cilo o0
ARl gl JLsb (6,5 S LSl 4l ool tlS” Jlaz ¥olne )3 1y 1 0] s (g o548 il (]
U Loyl i 9 58 ol s ol o sl 03 2al331 1) olal g 485 i e e Ale o 9 150599
(sl yo ol )05 45 2 )3 036 (Slal o &y 399 0MIS @ o g jlsdise) A Gl O jgblen AL Cuns o ol
aals Sl S gm0 4 Sy (@S 3 ol lg p4d d93me g (S rerana Sho 1S5 ] ope Sy oS
anlp o) By 5 bty (sl il auly 1 4L ¢ oSS ol pglas (slie g2 & Jlallog Gl 022 gyl )09y
sLagsl o jhol L L oS iy 3l asloiz (g)lSen by 395 3yl 9 dpda |y s (ol Wb b osodte VLT g 3,8
WS Qb |) 093 dabe gbadiy o GialiEl g Cosgpitio sl Co g B



1Fed o) 6ylos 3 890 Mol s wliww Sl colellao £y

&bo

ool s dolilas (35 S b 5 ) Ko pel Sgein s > pollas )18 ol (VWAY) e ¢liel € soo o) o]
IVV=AEY (OW)F (Sl

H-Y0

FSln o LS5 bl 2 a8l o S oS3 311Gl igegn S5l (VF41) 39l oelS5 Sliso 9y (53l 5
WAAY (VP ¢ wlaw dpun]y doliliad

Clidrd g Mo Sgoip 5 SeodlS Sgoin il ailoygls (cladlaio whas g 15,0l 5 pnl, (\WAF) e clud (chommo Lo 0dgiw
NAXVE (PR o Lo/ 5 sl

ADFAAYE (Y o sl 5 33 o Slaes sl 3> Vo (sl o a5 § obsS iy (VYY) el (o YsS

(VY LS o] 3, aly ol . ygais )38 g ool fodio VLI L(VF++ ) dobold g )l5 sy pual ¢ solol ¢ pacio duns ¢ e pno
00i:10.27834743/ASS.2018.1026 sv-4)

Slalleo. 3 Sl 3 sLSy 0l yily 3 i (S aslol oy (VF0Y) e lFics005] S50 6 il sl ¢ By
d0i:10.27834743/ASS.2203.1084.2 xV-08 (Y| il 0/ (¢3,00],

References

Ahmadinejad, H., & Ghorbani Sheikhneshin, A. (2022). America and China in the Post-Corona
Order. Central Asia and The Caucasus Journal, 28(118), 3-35 (In Persain).

Ajorlu, M. J., & Etebar, A. (2008). Role of Military Power in Consolidation of US Hegemony (in
Pos-Cold War Era). Geopolitics Quarterly, 4(13), 137-162 (In Persain).

Al Jazeera (2025). The Global Sumud Flotilla to Gaza: Everything you need to know.
Aljazeera.com, at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/8/31/the-global-sumud-flotilla-to-
gaza-everything-you-need-to-know

Arhirova, H. (2025). High-tech drones turn Ukraine’s front line into a deadly kill zone, complicating
evacuations. The Associated Press, at: https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-front-
lines-fpv-drones-d4153f6321301c507a88d69a9776¢265

Ashraf, N. (2023). Revisiting International Relations Legacy on Hegemony: The decline of
American Hegemony from Comparative Perspectives. Review of Economics and Political
Science, 8(6), 410-426. doi: 10.1108/REPS-05-2019-0061

Atanesyan, B. B. (2025). Yemen and the U.S. Policy in the Middle East. Arva,
at: https://arvak.am/en/yemen-and-us-policy/

Bello, W. (2025). Overextension and globalization: The dynamics of hegemonic decline. Critical
Sociology, 51(4-5), 817-833.

Britton, H. (2025). European Favourability of the USA Falls Following the Return of Donald
Trump. YouGov, at: https://yougov.co.uk/international/articles/51719-european-favourability-
of-the-usa-falls-following-the-return-of-donald-trump

Deknatel, F. (Ed.). (2023). the Unlearned Lessons of the Iraq War, 20 years later: A democracy in
exile roundtable. DAWN, at: https://dawnmena.org/the-unlearned-lessons-on-the-20th-
anniversary-of-the-irag-war-a-democracy-in-exile-roundtable/

Doran, C. F. (1991). Systems in Crisis: New Imperatives of high Politics at Century's End.
Cambridge Studies in International Relations. No. 16. Cambridge University Press.

Doran, C. F. (2000). Confronting the Principles of the Power Cycle: Changing Systems Stvucture,
Expectations, and Way (323-368). In Manus I. Midlarsky, Handbook of War Studies, United
States: University of Michigan press.

Doran, C. F. (2003). Economics, Philosophy of History, and the “Single Dynamic” of Power Cycle
Theory: Expectations, Competition, and Statecraft. International Political Science Review,
24(1), 13-49. doi:10.1177/0192512103024001002

Doran, C. F. (2012). Power Cycle Theory and the Ascendance of China: Peaceful or Stormy? SAIS


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/8/31/the-global-sumud-flotilla-to-gaza-everything-you-need-to-know
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/8/31/the-global-sumud-flotilla-to-gaza-everything-you-need-to-know
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-front-lines-fpv-drones-d4153f6321301c507a88d69a9776c265
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-front-lines-fpv-drones-d4153f6321301c507a88d69a9776c265
https://arvak.am/en/yemen-and-us-policy/
https://yougov.co.uk/international/articles/51719-european-favourability-of-the-usa-falls-following-the-return-of-donald-trump
https://yougov.co.uk/international/articles/51719-european-favourability-of-the-usa-falls-following-the-return-of-donald-trump
https://dawnmena.org/the-unlearned-lessons-on-the-20th-anniversary-of-the-iraq-war-a-democracy-in-exile-roundtable/
https://dawnmena.org/the-unlearned-lessons-on-the-20th-anniversary-of-the-iraq-war-a-democracy-in-exile-roundtable/

Al Sl3To iz 3 SlFignnt | (8 pof g0 154 g i (sloille ity 56 G Jsl 51

Review, 32(1), 73-87. doi:10.1353/sais.2012.0016

Doran, C. F., & Parson, W. (1980). War and the Cycle of Relative Power. The American Political
Science Review, 74(4), 947-965.

Eaglen, M., & Walker, D. (2024). American Deterrence Unpacked. Johns Hopkins SAIS,
at: https://sais.jhu.edu/kissinger/programs-and-projects/kissinger-center-papers/american-
deterrence-unpacked

Fayyaz, S., & Malik, S (2020). Question of US Hegemony and COVID-19 Pandemic. Global
Political Review, 1(1): 72-83.

Fetterolf, J. (2024). 72% of Americans say the US used to be a Good Example of Democracy but
isn’t anymore. Pew Research Center, at: https://www.pewresearch.org/short-
reads/2024/07/10/72-of-americans-say-the-us-used-to-be-a-good-example-of-democracy-but-

Gaub, F., & Boswinkel, L. (2020). How Covid-19 Changed the Future. Luxembourg: the EU
Institute for Security Studies.

Gerwin, C. (2018). How the Rrise of China's Economic and Military Power leads to Conflict.
University College Londone. (eBook). doi:grin.com/document/510892

Ghasseminejad, S. (2025). Trump Administration Fails to Halt Iran’s Oil Exports. Foundation for
Defense of Democracies (FDD), at: https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2025/08/07/trump-
administration-fails-to-halt-irans-oil-exports/

Goddard, S. E. et al. (2025). A less legalistic system would help protect democracies. Foreign
Affairs, at; https://mww.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/liberalism-doomed-liberal-
international-order

Gurbanov, Y. (2025). The 2025 Alaska Summit: Strategic dynamics in the U.S.—Russia—China
triangle and the Ukraine crisis. Katoikos World, at: https://katoikos.world/analysis/the-2025-
alaska-summit-strategic-dynamics-in-the-u-s-russia-china-triangle-and-the-ukraine-crisis.html

Hudson, B. (2025). Israel and the unattainable dream of Regional Dominance. Modern Diplomacy,
at; https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/06/24/israel-and-the-unattainable-dream-of-regional-
dominance

Human Rights Watch (2025). Gaza: US forces can be liable for assisting Israeli war crimes. at:
https://ww.hrw.org/news/2025/08/26/gaza-us-forces-can-be-liable-for-assisting-israeli-war-
crimes

Huygens, A. D. (2017). American Decline and Changing Global Hegemony. Master's thesis in
Political Science. Ames: Department of Political Science. lowa State University.

Iselin, Brian (2025). Update: How the US Lost 76 Countries. Medium, at:
https://brianiselin67.medium.com/update-how-the-us-lost-76-countries-f6aa8209abbb

Ivie, H. M. (2016). the Future of World Power: An Analysis of Long Cycle Theory. bachelor's
Thesis. US: University of Arizona.

Jones, J. M. (2025). Satisfaction with U.S. democracy edges up from record low. Gallup News, at:
https://news.gallup.com/poll/655220/satisfaction-democracy-edges-record-low.aspx

Katinas, P., Wickenden, L., & Raghunandan, V. (2025). June 2025-Monthly analysis of Russian
fossil fuel Exports and Sanctions. Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air,
at: https://energyandcleanair.org/june-2025-monthly-analysis-of-russian-fossil-fuel-exports-
and-sanctions/

Keane, J. (2025). Amerika: MAGA, China, imperial decline, democracy (1-17). Report. No. 219,
Toda Peace Institute, at: https://toda.org/assets/files/resources/policy-briefs/tr-219_amerika_
keane.pdf

Kissane, D. (2005). 2015 and the Rise of China: Power Cycle Analysis and the Implications for
Awustralia. Security Challenges, 1(1): 105-121.

Kissinger, H. (2021). Henry Kissinger on why America failed in Afghanistan. The Economist, at:
https://ww.henryakissinger.com/articles/henry-kissinger-on-why-america-failed-in-afghanistan

Koolaee, E. (1998). A Brief Interpretation of the Long Cycle Theory in World Politics. Law and
Political science, 41(0), 154-176 (In Persain).

Kosoy, D. (2025). Everything You Need to Know About How Drones Redefine Modern War.
UNITED24 Media, at; https://united24media.com/war-in-ukraine/everything-you-need-to-


https://sais.jhu.edu/kissinger/programs-and-projects/kissinger-center-papers/american-deterrence-unpacked
https://sais.jhu.edu/kissinger/programs-and-projects/kissinger-center-papers/american-deterrence-unpacked
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/10/72-of-americans-say-the-us-used-to-be-a-good-example-of-democracy-but-isnt-anymore/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/10/72-of-americans-say-the-us-used-to-be-a-good-example-of-democracy-but-isnt-anymore/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2025/08/07/trump-administration-fails-to-halt-irans-oil-exports/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2025/08/07/trump-administration-fails-to-halt-irans-oil-exports/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/liberalism-doomed-liberal-international-order
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/liberalism-doomed-liberal-international-order
https://katoikos.world/analysis/the-2025-alaska-summit-strategic-dynamics-in-the-u-s-russia-china-triangle-and-the-ukraine-crisis.html
https://katoikos.world/analysis/the-2025-alaska-summit-strategic-dynamics-in-the-u-s-russia-china-triangle-and-the-ukraine-crisis.html
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/06/24/israel-and-the-unattainable-dream-of-regional-dominance/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/06/24/israel-and-the-unattainable-dream-of-regional-dominance/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/08/26/gaza-us-forces-can-be-liable-for-assisting-israeli-war-crimes
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/08/26/gaza-us-forces-can-be-liable-for-assisting-israeli-war-crimes
https://brianiselin67.medium.com/update-how-the-us-lost-76-countries-f6aa8209abbb
https://news.gallup.com/poll/655220/satisfaction-democracy-edges-record-low.aspx
https://energyandcleanair.org/june-2025-monthly-analysis-of-russian-fossil-fuel-exports-and-sanctions/
https://energyandcleanair.org/june-2025-monthly-analysis-of-russian-fossil-fuel-exports-and-sanctions/
https://toda.org/assets/files/resources/policy-briefs/tr-219_amerika_%20keane.pdf
https://toda.org/assets/files/resources/policy-briefs/tr-219_amerika_%20keane.pdf
https://www.henryakissinger.com/articles/henry-kissinger-on-why-america-failed-in-afghanistan/
https://united24media.com/war-in-ukraine/everything-you-need-to-know-about-how-drones-redefine-modern-war-8721

1Fed o) 6ylos 3 890 Mol s wliww Sl colellao £F

know-about-how-drones-redefine-modern-war-8721

Leibovitz, L. (2025). Hamas Is Winning the Culture War. Tablet Magazin,
at: https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/israel-middle-east/articles/winning-the-culture-war

Leybold, L. (2024). Assessing China’s Rise and Decline: Implications for U.S. Policy. The
Macalester Street Journal, 1(2). 1-18.

Mir Hosseini, S. M., Emami, A. R., and Zare, F. (2021). The United States; the Position and Power
of the Hegemon. American Strategic Studies, 1(2), 63-91. doi:10.27834743/ASS.2018.1026
(In Persian)

Modelski, G. (1987). Long Cycles in World Politics. UK: Palgrave Macmillan.

Mukherjee, H., & Verma, N. (2025). India will Continue to buy Russian oil Despite US tariffs.
Finance Minister Says, at: https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/india-will-continue-buy-
russian-oil-despite-us-tariffs-finance-minister-says-2025-09-05/

NATO Review. (2021). Countering Cognitive Warfare: Awareness and Resilience. at:
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/05/20/countering-cognitive-warfare-
awareness-and-resilience/index.html

Pessina, C. (2023). The Hegemon is Dead, Long Live the Hegemon: America’s Rise to and
Endurance as Global Powe. Master's thesis in North American Studies. Leiden University.

Piri, H., & Ramezani Taklimi, D. (2022). Study on US hegemony Decline due to the Western Think
tanks perspective Emphasizing the Theories of Fukuyama and Huntington. Journal of
Political Strategy, 6(3), 71-93 (In Persain).

Rodenbeck, M. (2025). In Gaza, Hamas Regenerates Itself Despite Israel’s Relentless Killings.
PassBlue, at:  https://passblue.com/2025/06/30/in-gaza-hamas-regenerates-itself-despite-
israels-relentless-killings/

Roggio, B. (2025). Iran-backed Shiite militias attack US forces based in Irag. Long War Journal.
at: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2025/06/iran-backed-shiite-militias-attack-us-
forces-based-in-irag.php

Sachs, J. (2024). Beyond the age of hegemony, Review of Keynesian Economics. Edward Elgar
Publishing, 12(3), 278-283.

Sapolsky, H. M. (2017). Managing Global Security beyond Pax Americana. Edited Stephen
Mcglinchey, England: E-International Relations. https://mwww.e-ir.info/pdf/67466

Scott, M., & Sam, C. (2016). Here’s How Fast China’s Economy Is Catching Up to the U.S.
Bloomberg, at: https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2016-us-vs-china-economy/

Shahbazov, F. (2025). Houthi Attacks on Merchant Vessels Force a Reckoning in the Red Sea. Gulf
International  Forum, at: https://gulfif.org/houthi-attacks-on-merchant-vessels-force-a-
reckoning-in-the-red-sea/

Shane, S. (2024). US to Hezbollah: Don’t count on us to stop an Israeli attack. Politico,
at: https://www.politico.com/news/2024/06/24/us-hezbollah-israel-attack-conflict-00164761

Sotoodeh, M., & Mohammadi Zia, A. (2017). U.S. Strategy and the Middle East Regional Order:
From Classical Hegemony to Soft Hegemony. Political and International Researches
Quarterly, 9(33), 209-234 (In Persain).

Stoynov, P. (2018). Portuguese Empire During the Period 1415-1663. Bulgaria: Sofia University.

Tagari, H. (2025). Al Udeid Air Base: America’s largest military installation in Middle East.
5Pillars, at: https://5pillarsuk.com/2025/06/24/al-udeid-air-base-americas-largest-military-
installation-in-middle-east/

Tessman, B. F., & Chan, S. (2004). Power Cycles, Risk Propensity, and Great-Power Deterrence.
Journal of Conflict Resolution, 48(2), 131-153.

Vafaei, H., Zolfaghari, M., & Ahmadinejad, H. (2024). the Research on Chinese Cultural
Diplomacy: China's Rise or America's decline? American Strategic Studies, 3(2), 37-56.
doi:10.27834743/ASS.2203.1084.2 (In Persian)

Walt, S. (2018). The Hell of Good Intentions: America’s Foreign Policy Elite and the Decline of
U.S. Primacy. New York: Farrar Straus and Giroux.

Zhao, Y. (2024). The Transition of the United States from World Leader to Hegemony During the
Cold War. Scientific and Social Research, 6(5), 82-90.


https://united24media.com/war-in-ukraine/everything-you-need-to-know-about-how-drones-redefine-modern-war-8721
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/israel-middle-east/articles/winning-the-culture-war
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/india-will-continue-buy-russian-oil-despite-us-tariffs-finance-minister-says-2025-09-05/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/india-will-continue-buy-russian-oil-despite-us-tariffs-finance-minister-says-2025-09-05/
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/05/20/countering-cognitive-warfare-awareness-and-resilience/index.html
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/05/20/countering-cognitive-warfare-awareness-and-resilience/index.html
https://passblue.com/2025/06/30/in-gaza-hamas-regenerates-itself-despite-israels-relentless-killings/
https://passblue.com/2025/06/30/in-gaza-hamas-regenerates-itself-despite-israels-relentless-killings/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2025/06/iran-backed-shiite-militias-attack-us-forces-based-in-iraq.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2025/06/iran-backed-shiite-militias-attack-us-forces-based-in-iraq.php
https://ideas.repec.org/a/elg/rokejn/v12y2024i3p278-283.html
https://ideas.repec.org/s/elg/rokejn.html
https://www.e-ir.info/pdf/67466
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2016-us-vs-china-economy/
https://gulfif.org/houthi-attacks-on-merchant-vessels-force-a-reckoning-in-the-red-sea/
https://gulfif.org/houthi-attacks-on-merchant-vessels-force-a-reckoning-in-the-red-sea/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/06/24/us-hezbollah-israel-attack-conflict-00164761
https://5pillarsuk.com/2025/06/24/al-udeid-air-base-americas-largest-military-installation-in-middle-east/
https://5pillarsuk.com/2025/06/24/al-udeid-air-base-americas-largest-military-installation-in-middle-east/

ISSN: 2676-587X

Economy Studies

International Political

Razi University

China's Belt and Road Initiative and the Critique of Debt Trap

Diplomacy

Saeed Mirtorabi‘?

1. Associate Professor of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: saeed.mirtorabi@khu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received: 19 Jul 2024
Received in revised form: 12
May 2026

Accepted: 17 May 2026
Published online: 22 May
2026

Keywords:

Belt and Road Initiative,
debt trap,

China,

borrowing countries,
evaluation.

More than a decade has passed since China launched its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
during which serious criticisms have emerged regarding the negative consequences of
China's financial and infrastructure activities in host countries. One of the most significant
and frequently mentioned critiques is framed within the concept of "China’s debt trap
diplomacy." This article aims to examine various aspects of China’s financing activities
related to infrastructure projects under the BRI and to evaluate the validity of claims made
regarding the "debt trap" accusation. The primary question of the article is, "To what
extent does the management of the Belt and Road Initiative and the financing methods
used for projects in host countries corroborate the claim of a 'debt trap'?" The hypothesis
tested in response to this is that "the decentralized and sometimes contradictory nature of
the management of the Belt and Road Initiative, along with the financing methods and the
reactions of Chinese financial institutions to the debt crises of host countries, confirm the
prioritization of Chinese interests in these joint projects but do not substantiate the idea of
entrapment for the purpose of appropriating the host country's strategic assets." The
findings of the article indicate that many analyses and evaluations regarding the revival of
the Silk Road Initiative are influenced by the existing competitive atmosphere between
China and the West in various international arenas. So a better understanding of the nature
of China’s activities in this area requires distancing from polarized perspectives toward it.
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1. Introduction

Since the announcement of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013, the initiative
has become one of the most debated international economic and geopolitical projects of the
twenty-first century. Alongside discussions concerning its role in infrastructure
development and regional connectivity, serious criticisms have emerged regarding the
financial and political consequences of Chinese lending activities in developing countries.
Among these criticisms, the concept of “China’s debt trap diplomacy” has received
significant attention in political, media, and academic debates, particularly in Western
strategic discourse. According to this perspective, China intentionally provides large-scale
loans to economically vulnerable countries through BRI projects in ways that create
unsustainable debt burdens and eventually enable Beijing to gain strategic advantages when
debtor states face repayment difficulties. The case of Sri Lanka’s Hambantota Port has
frequently been presented as a key example supporting this claim. At the same time, an
increasing number of scholars have challenged the analytical validity of the debt trap
narrative and questioned whether debt crises in borrowing countries can genuinely be
attributed to a deliberate Chinese geopolitical strategy. In this context, the present article
examines the nature of China’s infrastructure financing under the BRI and evaluates the
extent to which the debt trap diplomacy thesis corresponds with the actual patterns of
Chinese lending, the debt structures of host countries, and the governance mechanisms of
the initiative itself.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this article is based on two main analytical dimensions: the
conceptual foundations of the debt trap diplomacy thesis and the governance structure of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative. The debt trap argument assumes that China follows a
centralized and intentional strategy aimed at creating unsustainable debt in order to obtain
strategic assets or political influence in borrowing countries. However, drawing on recent
studies of the Chinese party state, particularly the works of Lee Jones and Shahar Hameiri,
the article argues that the governance structure of the BRI is fragmented and decentralized
rather than fully centralized. Various actors, including state-owned enterprises, financial
institutions, and local authorities, participate in BRI projects while pursuing both political
and commercial interests. Consequently, many of the problems associated with BRI
projects are better understood as the outcome of overlapping economic interests,
bureaucratic competition, and weak governance conditions in host countries rather than
evidence of a coherent Chinese strategy of deliberate debt entrapment.

3. Methodology

This article employs a descriptive and explanatory research method to examine the validity
of the debt trap diplomacy thesis in relation to China’s Belt and Road Initiative. The study
is based on qualitative analysis of academic literature, policy reports, financial data, and
documented experiences of several borrowing countries involved in BRI infrastructure
projects. In order to test the main hypothesis, the article analyzes key elements associated
with the debt trap argument, including the governance structure of the BRI, patterns of
Chinese lending, the role of debt in financial crises of host countries, and China’s responses
to cases of debt distress. Comparative examination of cases such as Sri Lanka, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ecuador, Kenya, and other developing countries is also
used to evaluate whether Chinese financing practices support the claim of a deliberate
strategy of debt entrapment.

4. Results and Discussion
The findings of the article indicated that although a considerable number of BRI
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infrastructure projects have contributed to rising debt burdens and financial vulnerabilities
in several host countries, the available evidence does not support the claim that China
systematically and deliberately employs a strategy of debt trap diplomacy for the purpose of
seizing strategic assets. The analysis demonstrates that debt crises in many borrowing
countries are rooted in broader structural problems, including weak governance, corruption,
poor economic planning, and excessive dependence on external borrowing from multiple
international creditors rather than China alone. Cases frequently cited in support of the debt
trap thesis, particularly Sri Lanka, reveal that Chinese loans represented only a portion of
overall external debt and that the major sources of financial vulnerability often originated
from international capital markets and domestic policy failures. At the same time, the study
shows that Chinese state-owned enterprises and financial institutions frequently prioritize
commercial interests and resource access in BRI projects, especially in countries with weak
institutional capacity. Consequently, while Chinese financing practices may contribute to
debt-related difficulties and reflect opportunistic economic behavior, the evidence does not
confirm the existence of a coherent and centrally directed Chinese strategy designed to
intentionally entrap countries in unsustainable debt.
Conclusion

The article concludes that the debt trap diplomacy narrative oversimplifies the complex
realities of China’s Belt and Road Initiative and is heavily influenced by the broader
geopolitical rivalry between China and Western powers. Although Chinese infrastructure
financing has, in some cases, intensified debt vulnerabilities and generated significant
political and economic criticism, these outcomes cannot automatically be interpreted as
evidence of a deliberate strategy aimed at appropriating strategic assets of borrowing states.
The fragmented and decentralized nature of BRI governance, the diverse motivations of
Chinese actors involved in overseas projects, and the important role of domestic governance
failures in host countries all challenge the validity of the debt trap thesis in its strongest
form. Nevertheless, the study also emphasizes that China’s overseas financing practices are
not purely developmental or altruistic, since Chinese institutions often pursue commercial
advantages and strategic economic interests through these projects. Therefore, a balanced
and evidence-based understanding of the BRI requires moving beyond highly polarized
interpretations and examining Chinese international economic activities within the broader
context of global political and economic competition.
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